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Easter, Sunday 4th [April 25th, 
2021]   Vocation Sunday 

As Catholics, we all have a common vocation we 
are called to share. On September 12, 1979, an 
innocent, 17-year-old Limerick youth joined the 
Redemptorists in Galway. For some time during 
his last year in school he had been thinking of 
priesthood and then the Redemptorists came to 
his parish to preach a mission. Impressed with 
what they did, he wrote to the Redemptorist vo-
cations director, and ended up in Galway.  

Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, is Vo-
cations Sunday, a day of prayer for vocations to 
the church. As in his case, it’s impossible to say 
where exactly vocations come from, or how the 
Holy Spirit works. Who can say what divine 
chemistry causes a spark to catch flame? 

But if you think you don’t have a voca-
tion, you are wrong.  

Everyone in the church has a vocation. 
We may live out our vocation in specific ways – 
as priest or religious, as single or married, pursu-
ing particular careers – but every one of us has a 
vocation that is based on our common baptism.  

And no matter what direction our life 
takes as Catholics, or what specific vocation we 
are living, there are some common characteristics 
that underline our common baptismal vocation.  

First, to be people of love. This is the 
most basic vocation we have as Christians. Jesus 
said: You must love God and your neighbour as 
yourself. Love was at the centre of all Jesus did. 
If we do not reach out every day in love to oth-
ers, then all our church-going and prayers are 
hollow. We Christians are nothing if we are not 
people of love.  

This is difficult and we fall short all the 
time, but many people show us how to live the 
vocation to love. Think of a university professor, 
a member of the Society of St Vincent de Paul, 
who spends his nights visiting people in distress. 
Would I be willing to love like that? Would you?  

The second characteristic of the Chris-
tian vocation is compassion. Remember how 
Jesus healed the ten lepers.  

Being compassionate is difficult too and 
we fall short all the time, but many people have 
shown us how to be compassionate. I think of 
someone like Fr Brian D’Arcy who has brought 
help and solace to so many down the decades 
who otherwise would have had no association 
with the church; a man whose ministry is all 
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about compassion.  
The third characteristic of the Christian voca-

tion is prophecy. We must be people who are prophet-
ic. Jesus witnessed to the Kingdom values of justice, 
peace and love, no matter the risk to himself. He 
preached the truth even though it upset a lot of people 
and led to his execution.  

In Ireland today it takes courage to witness to 
the Gospel. Our increasingly secular society is one in 
which to say you are a Catholic is to risk being sneered 
at, or to be dismissed as a religious nut. It can take 
courage to proclaim publicly what we believe.  

Which is why, now more than ever, we need 
to be prophetic, happy to witness to the Gospel, not-
withstanding the cost to ourselves.  

Think of people who show us what it means 
to be prophetic, people like Fr Peter McVerry, who has 
been a champion of the voiceless for decades, who has 
such extraordinary courage and commitment.  

On this Vocations Sunday, think of your voca-
tion to be more loving, more compassionate, and more 
prophetic, and ask the Lord to help you.                         
We keep in our prayers Tim Collins from Croagh Co. 
Limerick who is in Maynooth studying to be a Priest in 
our Diocese  

                                                                       
Recent death Our prayers and Sincere sympathy to the 
families of Paddy Cross, late of Toureen, Ballysimon 
Sylvia Mackessy , Derrynane Old Cork Rd, and Patrick 
O’Connor Ardagh Co. Limerick brother of the late 
John O’Connor Ballyclough . May they rest in Peace 

 
Restoration Works to our Church-
es The Stain glass windows in Do-
noughmore Church have all been 
fitted with new stainless steel storm 
frames with toughened safety glass to 
protect them, 3 windows were refit-
ted with new frames plus all the sand-
ing and treating the hardwood frames 
at a cost of €23,000 . Thanks for your 

support to these refurbishment jobs that had to be done 
in recent years regarding the windows in both of our 
Churches. 

 
Trócaire Lenten Campaign: Thanks for 
the return of boxes, you can also donate to 
Trocaire www.trocaire.org  
 
Mass Cards / Get well cards 
available in parish office  Sat. 

11am -12.15pm   Easter water available in 
our Churches and the Inver shop in Ballyneety   

www.dkrparish.ie  the 
weekly newsletter /
mass leaflet you can 
find in the “Parish In-
fo” section on our 
website You can also 
access our FB page through the website. 
We appreciate your ongoing generosity to 
the Parish and to the Priests through the 
weekly envelope/,and also through the 
online “donate” button which can be ac-
cessed through our webpage .     

 
South Liberties Under-
age Academy is starting 
up on Friday 30th April. 
May Bank holiday South 
Liberties fundraiser pro-
moting Mental health 
awareness, whilst helping 
your Club to invest in 
your future, 5km/walk/

Run/Cycle/Crawl, Donate €20 Adult, 
€10 Juvenile through the link bit.ly/
SouthLibs fundraiser towards our 
Club and donation will be made to 
JIGSAW Limerick The Club will be 
showing encouraging videos the week 
leading up to the May bank holiday 
weekend from some of the senior 
panel and committee all about Mantal 
Health awareness in Young people. 

With the beautiful weather across 
the country we are getting those 
gorgeous sunsets at the moment  

 

http://www.dkrparish.ie
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