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The Domestic Church  The family is the 
teacher of the faith, the first and most important 
teacher of the faith.  

Until not very long ago, almost every new-
born child in Catholic Ireland was baptised. Par-
ents didn’t even think about it. It was an automat-
ic decision.  

This is no longer the case. Some parents 
deliberately choose to raise their child outside the 
community of faith. Instead of baptism they hold 
a ‘naming’ ceremony for their child. They want 
him or her to have nothing to do with religion. 
It’s difficult for grandparents and other family 
members to accept.   

But what it does, also, is remind us of the 
significance of baptism. The sacrament of bap-
tism isn’t just a religious version of a naming 
ceremony, an excuse to party. It is a serious com-
mitment, a very public declaration. Through bap-
tism we become members of the church. Through 
baptism, we are connected to our family not only 
by blood but also by water and the Holy Spirit. 
We are no longer simply part of a nuclear family 
sharing a common DNA but of the wider Chris-
tian family sharing a common spiritual bond. 
That is why Pope Francis says the church is the 
family of families. Each family is a microcosm of 
the church, a mini church. Each family is a do-
mestic church. There’s a danger that even the 
most sincere of us can compartmentalise our 
lives, separating the God bit from our regular day
-to-day activity. We can see ourselves as living 
"in the world" and "going to church.” But the 
Christian family does not “go to church.” The 
Christian family is the church, what Vatican II 
calls “the domestic church.” According to Lumen 
Gentium: “The family, is so to speak, the domes-
tic church.” This means that it is in the context of 
the family that we first learn who God is and 
seek to know God. It is in the context of the fam-
ily that we learn about the faith.  

What does it mean to say the Christian 
family is the domestic church? It means, first of 
all, that the family is the teacher of the faith, the 
first and most important teacher of the faith. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church says: “The 
Christian home is the place where children re-
ceive the first proclamation of the faith. For this 
reason, the family home is rightly called ‘the 
domestic church,’ a community of grace and 
prayer, a school of human virtues and of Chris-
tian charity.” Even from the time of the early 
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Christians, the family home was viewed as the place 
where children learned to be good followers of Christ. 
We teach the faith through a life of prayer that includes 
all family members; praying every day - if only for a 
few minutes - before going to bed, before starting out 
on a journey, before each meal. We teach it through 
having religious objects in the home and knowing what 
they represent - a bible, holy water font, rosary beads, 
religious icons and pictures. We teach it through going 
to church together, explaining what Christians believe.  

Second, it means doing our best to live the gos-
pel. The family is the teacher of the faith, but to make 
this a reality in our day-to-day interactions with our 
children, we need more than words and prayers. We 
need practical example, concrete love in action. It’s 
easy to say, “I love you.” Harder to show I love you. 
It’s easy enough to love those we like, those nearest to 
us. Harder to love those we don’t like, the stranger. It’s 
easy to buy chocolate and flowers. Harder to empty 
oneself totally for another in love and service. Parents 
hand on the faith not only by what they say but by how 
they treat others inside and outside the home. Being the 
domestic church is about growing in holiness every 
minute of every day through the choices we make and 
the example we give.   

“Love is shown by little things, by attention to 
small daily signs which make us feel at home. Faith 
grows when it is lived and shaped by love. That is why 
our families, our homes, are true domestic churches. 
They are the right place for faith to become life, and 
life to grow in faith.” Pope Francis, homily, World 
Meeting of Families, Sept 27, 2015  

 
Limerick Lourdes Virtual Diocesan Pil-
grimage began Thursday 17th to this Sun-
day 20th at 10.00am and 9.00pm each 
day. Follow on Diocesan FB page. 
 

School Graduations this week. We congratulate all 
these young people. They have received a great start in 
our schools. Sincere thanks to the Principals, teachers, 
staff and Boards of Management.  
 
IRISH TIMES Patsy McGarry writes  Severe drop in 
Catholic Church income in Dublin during pandemic 
Archbishop Dermot Farrell has approved a proposal to 
run a Summer Dues collection to support priests of the 
Dublin Archdiocese after revenue generated by weekly 
churches collections collapsed as a result of the Covid-
19. Finances have been “severely impacted” by the 
pandemic, drop in income from the usual two collec-
tions at Sunday Masses down by “80per cent and 86 
per cent respectively for the first quarter (January to 

March 2021)In Dublin there are two collec-
tions at Sunday Masses, one to support its 
priests and the second ‘Share’ collection to 
help disadvantaged parishes.” In the last 
financial year, the clergy collection de-
creased by 54 per cent and the ‘Share’ col-
lection decreased by 65 per cent. This year 
the situation is even more grave,” he said. 
Expressing gratitude to all who “continued 
to give so generously in the past 15 months” 
he said “this generosity cannot be expected 
to address the deeper financial challenges 
which the Archdiocese faces., the resources 
available no longer allow me to appoint 
priests, deacons and other pastoral ministers 
to meet the pastoral needs of every faith 
community. “We do know that a radical 
renewal is required,” he said, speaking of 
“the current shortage of vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life” he felt that 
“perhaps the Lord is indicating that it is time 
to make the necessary choices to build new 
models of ministry.” What was emerging “is 

a different sense of ‘ownership’ of 
the Church and its mission from a 
‘clergy-owned’ Church to a Church 
truly ‘owned’ by the People of God. 
This change, indeed, this transfor-
mation will take time The history of 
the Church in Ireland has had five 
discernible historical phases, he said: 
“ the Gaelic and Monastic Church, 
the Anglo-Norman Church, the 
Reformation and Penal Church, the 
Post-Emancipation Church, and now 
the Church in Contemporary Ireland. 
In each of these historical phases 
there was a beginning, a flourishing 
and a decline.” The Church was 
“continually changing and adapting. 
The people of God are a people on 
the move, a people on pilgrimage 
through life and history. This is how 
the Church actually is: never static, 
but continually responding to a 
changing cultural context”  
 
Parish Office open on Saturday 11-
12.15pm  

       Happy Fathers day 

www.dkrparish.ie website  
weekly newsletter / Mass 
leaflet  under the “Parish 
info” section                                                              
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