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It takes a village to raise a child                    
It takes an entire community of different people 
interacting with children in order for children to 
grow in a safe environment. One of the down-
sides of life today is that it can lead us to become 
more isolated from those around us and even 
from our families. Our next-door neighbours may 
be known to us only by name or not at all. Prop-
erty prices or work may force us to live hours 
away from those closest to us. We can be so busy 
or exhausted that we’re unable to visit loved ones 
as often as we’d like. And while there’s always 
social media, it’s not the same as real life, face-to
-face interaction.   

Many of the social, familial and parish ties 
that bound people in the past have weakened or 
broken down with the result that we have become 
more disconnected from one another, more pri-
vate, more autonomous.  

A consequence of this is that children can 
miss out on the day-to-day influence of their 
grandparents and other significant family mem-
bers. “Listening to the elderly tell their stories is 
good for children and young people,” Pope Fran-
cis reminds us in The Joy of Love, “It makes 
them feel connected to the living history of their 
families, their neighbourhoods and their coun-
try.” It also helps them to learn about and cele-
brate their Catholic faith. As the domestic 
church, the nuclear family has the biggest role in 
handing on the faith, but it is not just the respon-
sibility of parents and the school. It is a task also 
for grandparents and for the wider network of 
godparents, family, and friends. Their good ex-
ample and witness can be vital in helping young 
people develop and deepen their relationship 
with God.  

There is an old African proverb that says it 
takes a village to raise a child. What the proverb 
means is it takes an entire community of different 
people interacting with children in order for chil-
dren to experience and grow in a safe environ-
ment. This doesn’t diminish the primary role of 
parents in raising their children. It simply points 
out that the more people who look out for a child, 
the more strong, positive role models he or she 
has, then the better for that child. Parents who 
depend on grandparents, other family members 
or neighbours to mind their children while they 
are at work know the truth of this proverb.  

Pope Francis knows it too. He credits his 
grandmother with being the biggest influence in 
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his life. She was the one who educated him in the faith, 
who helped him figure out his life choices. But it’s not 
just grandparents who play a vital role. Pope Francis 
also stresses the role of siblings in offering good exam-
ple to their brothers and sisters. And then he goes be-
yond the nuclear family to point out the importance of 
the wider family circle. We are all part of a wider fami-
ly, he says, which includes our neighbours and in-laws 
and is an ever-expanding community. All have a role 
in helping to build a strong, healthy family. And all 
have a role in handing on the faith. 

“The nuclear family needs to interact with the 
wider family made up of parents, aunts and uncles, 
cousins and even neighbours. This greater family may 
have members who require assistance, or at least com-
panionship and affection, or consolation amid suffer-
ing. The individualism so prevalent today can lead to 
creating small nests of security, where others are per-
ceived as bothersome or a threat. Such isolation, how-
ever, cannot offer greater peace or happiness; rather, it 
distresses the heart of a family and makes its life all the 
more narrow.” Pope Francis, The Joy of Love. 

 
Knock National Novena postponed until later this 
year Parish priest and rector of Knock Shrine, Father 
Richard Gibbons, has announced that the National No-
vena to Our Lady of Knock is being postponed until 
later this year.  The annual novena of prayer and reflec-
tion was due to take place next month from the 14 to 
22 August. Father Richard said, “we have taken this 
difficult decision in the interest of the health and safety 
of our pilgrims and staff here at the Shrine.  Given the 
recent concern from both government and health agen-
cies regarding the Delta variant of the coronavirus, the 
responsible course of action is to postpone the National 
Novena at this time.” Father Richard expressed his 
disappointment at the postponement of the Novena for 
the second year in a row, and his hope that the national 
celebration of faith will take place later this year.  He 
said, “it is vital that we allow the national vaccination 
programme to proceed across all age groups.  Once we 
can safely gather again at Knock Shrine a full pro-
gramme will be announced for the Novena to take 
place later in the year.” “At this time the national Mari-
an Shrine is open to the public and pilgrims for the 
celebration of daily Mass with restricted capacity at 
Knock Basilica.  The Sacrament of Confession is avail-
able daily as well as other services including the Mass 
Enrolment Office, Knock Museum and Knock Coun-
selling Centre. 
“We continue to welcome pilgrims to the Shrine.  All 
who visit can be rest assured that Knock is a very safe 
place and that every precaution is in place to ensure the 

safety of all our pilgrims.  We have queue-
ing systems in place at all public buildings 
on the grounds of the Shrine, as well as ush-
ers and staff that are present to ensure every-
thing is done correctly and in line with latest 
public health guidelines,” Father Richard 
saidThroughout the month of August addi-
tional Masses will be available.  Full details 
are available on the Knock Shrine web-

site www.knockshrine.ie.                                                                         
 
Wedding Congratulations to Stacey Keogh 
and Jonathan Campbell. David O’Neill and 
Yvonne O’Callaghan who celebrated their 
weddings during the week in the parish  
 
Pope is progressing in his recovery fol-
lowing operation  
The Pope is progressing in his recovery fol-
lowing an operation in recent days. 
A spokesperson for the Vatican has said that 
the post-operative progress of Pope Francis 

continues to be regular and satisfacto-
ry. In a statement, Director of the 
Holy See Press Office Matteo Bruni 
said, "The Holy Father has continued 
to eat regularly and infusion therapy 
has been suspended."                               
He added that the final histological 
examination confirmed a severe di-
verticular stenosis with signs of scle-
rosing diverticulitis.                                       
Pope Francis he said was touched by 
the many messages and the affection 
in recent days and was grateful for 
the closeness and prayer. The 84-year 
old had surgery on Sunday to remove 
part of his left colon in what was de-
scribed as a planned procedure. 
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