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Archbishop of Dublin 
Dermot Farrell writes In 
another age, ‘mission’ was 
understood as going abroad 
to countries where the 
Church was not yet strong, 
or to places where people 
suffered from poverty and 
conflict. Others saw mission 
as a task, a job entrusted to 
some but not to themselves. 
While mission always had 
outreach to the other at its 
core, both personally and 

communally, the Holy Spirit has led the Church 
to appreciate and make present other vital dimen-
sions to the life of faith. Every baptised person is 
called to remember: ‘I am a mission, always; you 
are a mission, always; every baptised man and 
woman is a mission.’ These words of Pope Fran-
cis are challenging but true. He sums them up as 
an urgent need to call forth missionary disciples 
ready to evangelise the world and to enter dia-
logue with contemporary culture. Mission is at 
the heart of the Christian life, and the Church 
from the outset is indelibly marked for mission. 
Jesus’ final words to his disciples were ‘Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all nations (Matt 
28:19).’ The role of the Holy Spirit in this com-
missioning is very significant (see Jn 14:16-17; 
16:7 and 20:22). Earlier this year, Pope Francis 
reminded the Pontifical Mission Societies that 
mission ‘is the work of the Holy Spirit and not 
the consequence of our ideas and projects.’ The 
Spirit poured out by the risen Jesus empowers 
and directs the outward mission and all its jour-
neys, but there is also an inner journey to the 
heart, which every believer makes. In The Go-
Between God, the late Bishop John V. Taylor 
said, ‘to engage in the mission of God, therefore, 
is to live the life of prayer; prayer without ceas-
ing, as St Paul puts it, that is to say, sustaining a 
life that is focussed on God. This is indeed to 
engage in the mission of the Holy Spirit by being 
rather than doing. To realise that the heart of mis-
sion is communion with God in the midst of the 
world’s life will save us from the demented ac-
tivism of these days.’ The focus on mission dur-
ing the month of October reminds us of our re-
sponsibility to witness the life of Christ, with its 
good news and its hope, to the peoples of the 
world. Witness, as effective proclamation of the 
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Gospel can only be ‘verbis et exemplo and entails the 
building up of the entire ecclesial community in fra-
ternal unity and missionary discipleship (Pope Fran-
cis, 24th May 2021).’ For ourselves, we cannot have 
encountered Jesus and remain concerned only with 
our own issues. In solidarity we must have concern for 
the younger, poorer churches until they are able to be 
self-sufficient. As Pope Benedict XVI underlined, ‘in 
no way can the Church restrict her pastoral work to 
the “ordinary maintenance” of those who already 
know the Gospel of Christ. Missionary outreach is a 
clear sign of the maturity of an ecclesial community 
(Verbum Domini, 95).’ There are profound reasons 
for this. Addressing the Amazon Synod Pope Francis 
said, ‘the Church is always on the move, always going 
out and never withdrawn into itself. Jesus did not 
come to bring a gentle evening breeze, but to light a 
fire on the earth.’                                                               
Mission Month and World Mission Sunday 24th Oct. 
presents us with an opportunity to express our grati-
tude for the contribution we, as Irish people, have 
made to the mission of the Church to spread the Gos-
pel of Christ in different parts of the globe. We re-
member and give thanks for the courage, the enthusi-
asm, and the generosity of so many people who have 
given their lives to the spread of the Gospel. They 
help bring the message of Christ to the peoples of the 
world. As Prefect of the Congregation for the Evange-
lisation of Peoples, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle 
shared that in Africa alone, with a population of 1.3 
billion people across 54 countries, ‘more than 74,000 
religious sisters and over 46,000 priests are operating 
7,274 hospitals and clinics, staffing 2,346 homes for 
the elderly and vulnerable and educating over 19 mil-
lion children in 45,088 primary schools.’ In many 
rural areas they are the only providers of healthcare 
and education. Although 19.4% of Africans are Catho-
lic, the Church reaches out to all people in need across 
the continent, not just Church members. Likewise in 
Asia, a continent with a population of 4.6 billion peo-
ple, of whom 3.3% are Catholic, the Church provides 
healthcare, charity assistance, and education to people 
of all faiths and none.                  The Scriptures intro-
duce us to the heart of God, that ‘God is love’ (Jn 1:4-
8). Other words for love are compassion, concern, and 
solidarity, which are hallmarks of the Christian life. I 
hope the reflections in this booklet for Mission Month 
2021 will be rewarding in assisting all of us to deepen 
our relationship with God as love, and our understand-
ing of what it means to be called as missionary disci-
ples today.  Saint Thérèse, Patroness of the Missions, 
pray for us.   
                                                                                                                                                                 

Universal and National Synod  the Irish Bish-
ops announced that a new Synodal Pathway for 
the Catholic Church in Ireland is to take place 
within the next five years.  By a happy coinci-
dence, these first two years of the Synodal 
Pathway in Ireland will complement the 
Church’s worldwide journey towards the XVI 
Ordinary General Assembly of Bishops, enti-
tled: For a synodal Church: communion, par-
ticipation and mission.  This weekend (9 and 
10 October), Pope Francis will officially open 
the Universal Synod.  
The Irish Catholic Paper will be on sale in 
our Churches from this weekend we have got a 
few copies to start with, if we need more we 
can order extra, cost per copy is €2.50                                             
Drombanna Day Care Centre has reopened 
after along break. This is great news as we wel-
come back our active retired and new people to 

the centre on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days each week from 11am to 4pm. 
Great local entertainment, good food, 
arts and crafts bingo while abiding 
with the HSE requirements to keep 
each other safe. The centre has a Bus 
which is available to pick you up and 
drop you home. For further infor-
mation contact Geraldine on 061 
311262 at the Day care centre. 
Recent death Our sympathy to     
Eileen Beston of Good Council Nurs-
ing Home on the passing of her moth-
er Mai Cummins, funeral in Solohead  
Co. Tipperary this Saturday at 
2.30pm May she rest in peace                                                                                                 
Weekly Parish Lotto: No Winner 
€5,700 winning numbers 8,9,22,24.  
no. winners  lucky dips-1. Dylan & 
Rachel 2.Breda Flood.3. Kathleen 
Kirby 4.Gerard Moynihan 5. Jose-
phine Hayes 6. Majella Lynch Next 
week’s jackpot €5,800 next draw 
Tuesday 12th Oct. at the Four Elms 
9.30pm. Thank you  

 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


