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The 2022 World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations will 
be celebrated this Sunday, 
8 May.  Bishop Alphonsus 
Cullinan, Bishop of Water-
ford and Lismore and 
Chair of the Bishops’ 
Council for Vocations, will 
celebrate the Mass at 

11.00am and it will be broadcast from the RTÉ 
studios in Donnybrook, Dublin, on RTÉ One 
Television, on RTÉ Radio One Extra/
LW252.  Pope Francis has chosen the theme 
‘Called to Build the Human Family’ for his mes-
sage for Vocations Sunday. Welcoming the mes-
sage Bishop Cullinan said, “Pope Francis is en-
couraging all of us to be part of making God’s 
dream come true. He is asking us all to give the 
very best of ourselves. He reminds us that as 
Christians we do not only receive a vocation in-
dividually but that we are called together “like 
the tiles of a mosaic”. “Pope Francis uses this 
year’s Vocations Sunday message to remind all 
clergy and religious that we are called to be in-
volved in the Church’s mission, to be guardians 
of one another and of creation; to welcome God’s 
gaze; to respond to God’s gaze; and to build a 
fraternal world. “This year’s message is full of 
wonderful imagery which tries to capture the 
essence of vocation to priesthood and religious 
life but which also captures the vocation at the 
heart of every lay person. Pope Francis 
said,  ‘The word “vocation” should not be under-
stood restrictively, as referring simply to those 
who follow the Lord through a life of special 
consecration. All of us are called to share in 
Christ’s mission to reunite a fragmented humani-
ty and to reconcile it with God. Each man and 
woman, even before encountering Christ and 
embracing the Christian faith, receives with the 
gift of life a fundamental calling: each of us is a 
creature willed and loved by God; each of us has 
a unique and special place in the mind of God. At 
every moment of our lives, we are called to foster 
this divine spark, present in the heart of every 
man and woman, and thus contribute to the 
growth of a humanity inspired by love and mutu-
al acceptance. We are called to be guardians of 
one another, to strengthen the bonds of harmony 
and sharing, and to heal the wounds of creation 
lest its beauty be destroyed. In a word, we are 
called to become a single family in the marvel-
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lous common home of creation, in the reconciled diver-
sity of its elements. In this broad sense, not only indi-
viduals have a “vocation”, but peoples, communities 
and groups of various kinds as well.’I encourage the 
faithful to read the Holy Father’s message and to pray 
for vocations, synodality and harmony in our Church. 

Sunday (May 1st) was 'La 
Bealtaine' which translates 
as May Day. La Bealtaine 
is a day that goes way 
back many generations in 
Irish culture and history. 
Our ancient and recent 

farming ancestors relied on significant calendar events 
to give them reassurance and to remind them when to 
sow and when to reap. They were very in touch with 
the rhythms of the seasons, the cycles of the moon and 
the flow of the seasons. Our modern world has lost 
touch with much of these natural connections to earth 
and what connects us to everything. Bealtaine is one of 
the four major Irish Celtic annual festivals along with 
Samhain, Imbolc and Lughnasa. It signifies the return 
of light and is widely observed throughout Ireland, 
Scotland and the Isle of Man, while May Day celebra-
tions occur throughout Europe. 
La Bealtaine was celebrated to mark the beginning of 
summer. It was a day when the herds of livestock were 
driven out to summer pastures. The lighting of bonfires 
on hills and mountains was a part of the tradition. 
Many farmers still have the lovley tradition of sprin-
kling holy water on their cattle and farms. At the heart 
of Bealtaine is a reminder of growth, abundance and 
life flourishing at this time of year. Summer is a season 
of energy and fulfillment. The darkness of winter is far 
behind, the promise of spring has delivered and the 
coming months are about making the most of every-
thing connected with life. This week just gone all our 
trees have come into leaf with a great energy and I 
have already spotted swallows flying around. La 
Bealtaine is a day of hope and a reminder that summer 
is here. It is a day of great blessing and we ask God to 
help us make the most of everything connected with 
life this summer. Perhaps this weekend, we could put 
our phone or laptop away and get out for a walk in 
nature or somewhere outdoors. When we connect with 
nature it has a calming and healing effect and it is a 
place where we can also feel close to God too   
                                                                                   
Limerick Choral Union & LCU Chamber Orches-
tra present Commeration Concert, remembrance 
Night for all those we have lost during the pandemic, 
Saturday 14th May 8pm UCH Limerick Tickets €25                                           

 Maytime Melodies present a Con-
cert in aid of the Bicentenary 
Church celebration in Ballyneety 
Golf Club on Wed. 18th May at 
8pm Featuring Knockea church 
choir, Drombanna Singers, Francis 
Barrett, John Kelly, Donal Fahey, 
Marian Kingston -Eriu  Olive 

O’Brien, Marie Gleeson Trad group, Miriam 
Dawson Donoughmore Choir, Tony Doyle, Spe-
cial guests Charlie Reynolds, Eve Stafford, Mi-
chael Nash, Ciaran Collins, Pascal O’Grady Mu-
sic Director Bryan Meehan, MC Tony Doyle   
Adm  €15 raffle on door ticket plus spot prizes  

RathuardResidents  
Dear Friends, we would love 
to hear from anyone interest-
ed in helping to maintain 

flower beds along our road during the 
summer months. Looking forward to 
hearing from you. Susan and Mary 
Special Congrats to the 19 children 
from Donoughmore who celebrated 
their First Holy Communion to-
day.Thanks to everyone who helped 
them prepare for this special day their 
parents, class teachers Ms 
Quigley&Joanne, Ms. Clifford Prin-
cipal and staff of the school for all 
their support, Music Marian & Miri-
am . Next is Scoil Spioraid Naoimh 
in Queen of Peace 11am Sat.14th 
May.            
DKR Community Association will 
take place on Monday next, May 9th 
In the courthouse at 8pm  
Weekly Lotto €1,800 winning No. 
2,13,14,22 No Winner. Lucky dips 
1.The Lynch family 2.Rosarii 
Skeehan 3.Fr. Tom 4. Tara Hogan 5. 
Gerard Moynihan 6 David Fitzpatrick 
Snr. Next Jackpot €1,900 Draw Tues. 
10th May  9.30pm Cats cradle  
 

 




