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The BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhi-
bition (BTYSTE),       Gregory Tarr, aged 17, a 
sixth year student from Bandon Grammar School 
in Co Cork has won the top prize for his project 
entitled “Towards detecting state-of-the-art deep-
fakes”. Deepfakes are videos or images in which 
a person’s face or body has been digitally altered 
so that they appear to be someone else. They are 
often used to spread false information. 
The BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibi-
tion was held virtually during the week. This 
year’s projects cover a wide variety of topics, 
from Covid-19, the prevalence of social media 
and technology in our daily lives, ethnicity, gen-
der studies, sports science, climate change, agri-
cultural science, nutrition, solar power and bio-
logical diversity. In his speech President Michael 
D. Higgins said: “The Covid-19 pandemic has 
reaffirmed the critical importance of science as a 
vital tool for humanity.” President Higgins did 
not specifically mention the vaccine, nor those in 
society who harbour doubts about it. In his 
speech to open the event, he said that science is 
crucial, “both to combat the transmission of 
coronavirus, and to reduce the suffering and trag-
edy to which it gives rise”. Even more pointedly, 
he said: “In a world of increasing polarisation, 
where the role of evidence is under siege, the 
importance of the contribution that scientific and 
technological research can make to improving 
our lives and our societies must, unfortunately, 
be made again and again, and with greater asser-
tiveness.” The President told the young scien-
tists: “By looking to science in an effort to help 
discover solutions and assist in the solving of so 
many of the great challenges we face in contem-
porary society, you are engaged in positive and, 
indeed, often critical and urgently required en-
deavours of collective action.” He added: “What 
a great and inviting time it is to become ever 
more involved in science and its application in 
society.” More than 1,000 students from across 
the island of Ireland took part in the first ever 
virtual (BTYSTE). Organisers said a spectacular 
virtual event had been arranged to help maintain 
and foster the climate of curiosity, creativity and 
innovation in young people. The winner Gregory 
was announced online at 1pm on Friday – pre-
sented with a cheque for €7,500 and the newly-
designed BTYSTE perpetual trophy. In all, there 
are more than 200 prizes for individuals, groups, 
and teachers. The President said: “We in Ireland 
are fortunate to have so many young people in 
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this country who promise to become the problem-solvers, 
critical thinkers and persistent learners of tomorrow.” He 
told student entrants that they are the citizens of the fu-
ture and are “essential to the crafting of a shared and bet-
ter life for all who inhabit this fragile planet”. The value 
and necessity of using scientific insights to address the 
great challenges facing humanity is not solely confined to 
public-health pandemics such as Covid-19, President 
Higgins insisted, “Science will play such a significant 
role in almost all of the great challenges we face as a 
global community of citizens, from the climate change 
crisis – the greatest threat we face, a threat to human-
kind’s very existence – to the related issues of environ-
mental degradation and biodiversity loss, global poverty, 
hunger, malnutrition and inequality. The role of science 
in providing “an evidence base” contributes to the func-
tioning of healthy democracies, President Higgins insist-
ed, telling students: “Your generation will have the op-
portunity of redefining the relationship between science, 
technology and society. “What a tragedy it has been in 
the past to have had the brightest scientific intelligences 
captured for the armaments industry, or as advocates for 
some of the major polluters of the world, or in the poi-
soning of sources of food and water.” 
He called for students to help shape “a progressive, en-
lightened society and sustainable economy. informed by 
the power of evidence. “May I encourage you to help 
each other in this regard.”  
 
Baptism of the Lord is this weekend. In 2020 we cele-
brated 28 baptism’s in our parish. For most family history 
researchers, parish registers provide the earliest direct 
source of information. In Ireland birth records date from 
1864 when the Irish Civil Registration system was intro-
duced, until this time a child’s arrival was recorded only 
by baptism into the respective denomination of the family 
but unfortunately some of this information was not al-
ways written down. There is only a small proportion of 
Roman Catholic baptism, marriage and burial registers 
that survive from before the 1820’s because of re-
strictions placed on Irish Catholic’s from 1550 until the 
Emancipation act of 1829, by this time Penal laws were 
also lifted so proper record keeping was difficult and 
potentially dangerous for priests and their congregations 
but some parishes managed to keep their records intact i.e 
St. Mary’s Parish in Limerick 1745. Our own parish bap-
tismal records date from 1829. 
 
We wish every blessing to all our Schools as they go 
back online this Monday. 
 
Christian Unity Jan.18th-25th Theme, Abide in my 
Love and you shall bare much fruit. (John5,1-17)                                                                 

Feast of St. Ita: Friday 15th Jan  Kileedy 

Parish in West Limerick is named after St Ita 
- one of the patron saints of our diocese St. 

Ita, is regarded as one of Ireland’s most re-
markable saints. She set up a monastery in 

Killeedy in the early sixth century. In fact, the 
name Killeedy means Cill Íde – the cell or 
church of Ita.. She was born in Co. Waterford 

about 480 AD. She was christened Deirdre 
but she was given the nickname ‘Ita’ which 

means a ‘thirst for God’. Her family was part 
of the noble and influential Déisí clan. St. Ita 

was quickly regarded as the “Brigid of Mun-
ster” endowed with remarkable gifts of heal-

ing and reading the secrets of souls. She is 
also known as the foster mother of Irish 
saints. Many of the young boys in her nursery 

who were sent to her for fostering and to be 
educated, be-came bishops, scholars, monks 

and missionaries. One of these was St. Bren-
dan the Navigator, who Ita accepted in foster-

age when he was a year old Despite 
her hard life and constant pain in later 

years, Ita lived to a great age. She 
died on the 15th January in 570 

AD, aged 90. She was buried in her 

own church. The monastery like 
many others was later plundered and 

ransacked. St. Ita has al-ways been 
venerated through the centuries and 
her memory amongst the people of 

Killeedy and further afield has always 
remained constant. 

Many thanks for all the work done 
to make our churches special for 
Christmas  and for your generosity to 
the running of the Parish during the 
past year and your kindness to Fr 
Tom & Fr Dave with the Christmas 
dues. The new envelope boxes have 
been given out for 2021 and thanks to 
those who support us by direct debit., 
Parish calendars for 2021are available 
in our Churchess 
 

     Stay safe everyone 
 

St. Ita  
Pray for us.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


