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Apology will only truly count if action follows 
says the editorial from the Irish independent 16th 
Jan.  We learned painfully how right actions in 
the future are the sincerest form of apology for 
bad ones in the past. And our State is getting a 
lot of experience in making them. Even so, our 
record in following up with appropriate amends 
has been lamentable. Delusion and denial do not 
sit well with saying sorry but we have seen, de-
spite the most public expressions of remorse on 
the part of the State, subsequent behaviour was 
characterised by protracted litigation and deflec-
tion of responsibility. By the time the exhausting 
process for survivors was complete, the last drop 
of State sincerity had evaporated. 
For these and other reasons, Taoiseach Micheál 
Martin’s apology to former residents of mother 
and baby homes will be regarded as a first step 
towards correcting a wrong. Many more signifi-
cant ones will be required. Survivor groups are 
continuing to have to confront high State walls in 
attempting to get birth information. Sadly, for 
many of them, time is running out. The stigma 
and shame needs to be taken from them and 
placed where it belongs: on the State, religious 
institutions and callous society which abused 
them so unforgivably. As Mr Martin said: “Each 
of you was in an institution because of the 
wrongs of others. Each of you is blameless.”He 
also accepted that while the State funded these 
institutions, its duty of care was abandoned. Is-
sues such as forced adoption, and coercive con-
trol over mothers, remain to be investigated more 
thoroughly. Details of an unconditional redress 
scheme to provide financial compensation are 
also eagerly awaited. Whatever legal changes are 
needed, to provide survivors with a right to ac-
cess their records, must be carried out with top 
priority. The Sisters of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary have said it was “a matter of great sor-
row to us that babies died while under our 
care”.The Sisters of Bon Secours, which ran the 
mother and baby home in Tuam, Co Galway, 
also offered “profound apologies”. Such apolo-
gies have been a long time coming. The heroic 
Catherine Corless, who initially discovered how 
hundreds of babies were put in the ground with-
out birth records (this cannot be termed a burial), 
gave a vivid account of the emotional toll for 
survivors, speaking on RTÉ. She quoted a man 
who told her: “I hope I can go to my grave know-
ing I can tell my mother they have said sorry for 
the way they treated us.” 

     Remembered In Mass 
 

Donoughmore 

Sat 16th  7 pm Eileen McAuliffe (1st) 

Mon 17th   10 am  

Tue  18th 10 am  

Fri 22nd  10 am  

Sat 23rd  7 pm Jimmy Flood, Patricia 
Cotter. Martin Sheahan.  

Knockea 

Sun 17th  11am 
 

Michael O’Donoghue 
(5th) 

Wed 19th  10 am  

Sun 24th  11am Maire Hourigan, Martin 
Lynch. Mary O’Dwyer 
(MM) 

Roxboro 

   

   

   

 

GK Chesterton explained how a stiff apology is a second 
insult. “The injured party does not want to be compen-
sated because he has been wronged, he wants to be 
healed because he has been hurt.” The healing is some 
way off. Before we can claim to be better than all those 
responsible for these epic failures, we have to demon-
strate that we are. For credible atonement, only deeds 
will count…. 

Christian Unity Jan.18th-25th Theme, Abide in my 
Love and you shall bare much fruit. (John5,1-17)                                                                  
This coming week marks a week of prayer for Christian 
Unity. It happens every year during the third week of 
January. The common link between different faiths and 
religions is that any connection with God can only be 
built, if we believe in ourselves first of all. This means 
believing in our own uniqueness, believing in our special 
gifts and talents, believing in how special we are and so 
much more. Believing in ourselves is something we can 
struggle at times with.  
As we begin Christian Unity week it is good to know that 
there are so many overlaps and so much common ground. 
So much energy can be wasted trying to highlight differ-
ences and 'that we are better than you'. It is the same lov-
ing God we follow and during Christian Unity week we 
pray for guidance, direction, light and hope in everything 
we do.               
 
A chance to re-imagine our world for the better.     
Lockdown is hard, but it gives us a measure of the 
lengths we will have to go to in order to avert climate 
change. The planet is enjoying a much-needed breather 
from the chemical pollution and environmental destruc-
tion caused by our relentless cycle of production and con-
sumption. Some say we made nature sick and ignored it, 
so she had to make us sick to get our attention. Well, it 
has worked. We would never have done this voluntarily. 
No amount of school strikes, street protests or brilliant 
Greta Thunberg speeches would have brought us to here. 
Lockdown gives us a taste of living without the endless 
amount of “stuff” we thought was essential. While the 
virus has brought many levels of suffering, this hiatus 
also gives us a golden opportunity to re-imagine our so-
cio-economic world from the bottom up. How can we 
create new means of production that are sustainable? 
How can we give people secure employment that is not 
exploitative of their labour or of the planet’s resources? 
Must we revert to a system that inevitably results in mas-
sive inequality, where one half of the world is dying of 
obesity and the other half dying of starvation? We want 
the lockdown to end as soon as possible, but the longer it 
goes on the more time we have to re-think and re-
evaluate. Maybe this is short-term pain for long-term 

gain. We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-
ty to accept the challenge to start again, dif-
ferently. To imagine a world based on insight, 
co-operation, equality, wisdom and compas-
sion, instead of ego, greed, profit, power and 
division. A world that understands we all be-
long to the same human family, completely 
dependent on the natural world we emerged 
from. Let’s not waste this opportunity 
Our Church’s are OPEN for you to pay a 
visit, light a candle, and say a prayer during 
this time of Online Masses. Donoughmore 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday Knockea on 
Wednesday. Don’t forget to sanitise on entry 
and exit when you visit the Church.  
We ask that you contact either Fr Tom or 
Terry for all Mass bookings Please note that 
we have PAUSED the celebration of baptisms 
until restrictions are lifted and it’s safe to cel-
ebrate.  
 

Our Sincere sympathy to the fami-
lies of Eamonn Byrne Roscommon 
and dad of Geraldine Hanly Routagh 
Ballysheedy  and Riain O’Halloran, 
Old Singland Rd. 
 

 
 

St. Ita  
Pray for us.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


