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The Season of Lent is almost upon us. Next 
Wednesday the ashes will be distributed in 
churches around the country. Oh no, it will not 
happen this year because of Lockdown. But will 
there be other years when the distribution will 
not happen in this country and for very different 
reasons? This ritual is more than just an exercise 
to mark the beginning of Lent, it is also a pro-
found statement of faith.  

Several years ago then US vice presi-
dent Joe Biden was standing alongside President 
Barack Obama at a news conference in Washing-
ton. Mr Biden had a large, dark mark on his fore-
head, and journalists at the event noticed it. The 
Sky News presenter back in London was espe-
cially curious. After the news conference had 
finished, she asked Sky’s Washington corre-
spondent if he knew what had happened the vice 
president. Did he have a fall? Had he bashed his 
forehead against something? The correspondent 
didn’t know but promised to find out. A few 
minutes later, back on screen after an ad break, 
the suitably abashed presenter apologised for not 
realising it was Ash Wednesday and the blob on 
Mr Biden’s forehead was the ashes he had re-
ceived at Mass that morning.  

Not very long ago, especially in Catho-
lic countries like Ireland, it would have been 
impossible to not know when Ash Wednesday 
had come round. Almost everyone wore ashes, 
often the darker and more prominent the better. 
People were happy to wear them as they went 
about their business, going to work or to the 
shops. They wore them as a sign of faith and 
penance.  

Sadly, that is no longer the case, and 
fewer people wear the ashes than even a decade 
ago. That is a pity because the little ceremony of 
the ashes is a beautiful and powerful ritual that 
eloquently describes what Lent is all about, in-
deed what life is all about for people of faith: 
dust and a cross. Our foreheads are marked with 
dust in the form of a cross. There are several 
formulae that can be used when the ashes are 
applied. One of the most common says simply: 
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you 
will return.” 

Dust reminds us of our nothingness. It is 
the symbol of coming to nothing, as the German 
theologian Karl Rahner, once described it. Dust 
has no content, no form. We find it everywhere. 
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It’s anonymous, useless, shapeless, valueless. And yet 
dust is what we are.  

The ashes placed on our foreheads on Ash 
Wednesday remind us that we are dust. From the moment 
we are born, we are in the process of dying. No matter 
how rich or powerful or healthy or significant or seem-
ingly indestructible we are, we will die someday. Our 
bodies will become dust.  

But, thank God, that is not the whole story. Be-
cause when the dust is placed on our foreheads on Ash 
Wednesday, it is done very deliberately in the shape of 
the cross. The symbol of the cross reminds us that we are 
redeemed people. Yes, we will die one day, we will en-
counter setbacks and pain and loss, we remain dust, but 
the sign of the cross is a statement that death is not the 
end of our dust. The Son of God took on flesh like ours, 
and became dust on a cross to save us from sin and bring 
us to salvation. The cross is the symbol of our redemp-
tion.  

The parish has recently 
commissioned a Website 
where we can post and 
retain useful information 
and communications. You 
can find the site at 
www.dkrparish.ie    The 
weekly newsletter and 
mass leaflet which you can 

find in the “Parish Info” section 
The “Act of Spiritual Communion” which is on the 

“Home” page 
A link to our Facebook page, also on the Home page 

For anybody who wishes to avail of an opportunity to pay 
their weekly church envelopes, dues or set up a standing 
order, we have created a “DONATE” page to facilitate 
that. I f you wish to contact Fr Tom directly, there is a 
“Contact US” option under the CONTACTS menu, and 

that sends a message directly to Fr Tom.  
You can copy and share this QR-Code with 
anybody who wants to know where our web-

site is, or on any document where you want 
to share it. Looking forward to your input 

and developing our website over the coming months 

We keep in our prayers the families of Molly Keane 
(Cat’s Cradle), Jimmy Millea, (dad of Margaret Lane 
Donoughmore) late of Kilmallock and  Caherdavin. May 
they rest in Peace.  
 
We pray for the sick and particularly for those in hospi-
tal and intensive care, that they be blessed with a swift 
and successful recovery and a happy return to their 

homes and loved ones. 

Valentines Day we 
say thank you for the 

great blessings that 
genuine love can 

bring.  All through this 
pandemic we have 

relied on each others kindness and love .We 
thank God for that someone special in our 
lives. Hugs all round. For some today is a 

sad day because that someone special may 
have died or may just not be there. We re-

member them too today.                 
Ash Wednesday 17th 

February Mass from 

Donoughmore will be on 
Fb page at 10am at 

which ashes will be 
blessed. These will then 
be available after mass 

once the church opens for private 
prayer at 10.45 and also in 

KnockeaChurch You are invited to 
come and take the blessed ashes 

home to be distributed by a family 
member in the family making the 

Sign of the Cross 
as you do so. This 
year Trocaire’s 

Lenten Campaign 
will focus on ex-

ploring the Impact 
of Conflict on 

Families in South 
Sudan. This Lent, 

we learn more 
about the suffer-

ing of people who have lost their 

homes and loved ones to war, and 
how they are rebuilding their lives 

through love, friendship and solidari-
ty. Trocaire Boxes and information 

packs will be available for collection 
at the back of the church from Ash 

Wednesday onwards. Please take one. 

 

http://www.dkrparish.ie


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish envelopes can be dropped into the post box at the Church house (office) Donoughmore  and thanks for your continuing support to the Priests andParish                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


