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Lent, Sunday 4th [March 
14th, 2021] The cross of Christ 
is proof of the extent to which God 
loves us. In a country like Ireland 
with a Christian tradition going 
back 1,500 years, it’s no surprise 
that crosses are everywhere. So 

commonplace are they – on steeples, by road-
sides, in graveyards, on schoolroom and hospital 
walls, in public parks, in people’s homes – that 
most of us scarcely notice them.  

Some people wear them as a fashion 
accessory, while others – a growing throng of 
vociferous secularists – want them removed 
from all public buildings and places.  

The cross is a potent symbol because it 
points immediately to Christianity, to the death 
of Jesus. When sports people cross themselves 
before or after participating in an event, we 
know they are Christians. Some people were 
surprised some months ago when Daniel Stur-
ridge removed rosary beads from around his 
neck before coming on as a sub in a Premiership 
game. Others were surprised when singer Lady 
Gaga, in an apology to fans for having to cancel 
a performance due to illness, posted a photo of 
herself on Instagram with rosary beads in hand. 
It was a public expression of her faith and trust 
in the crucified and resurrected one.  

In some parts of the world wearing or 
displaying a cross or crucifix carries a real risk 
to life because it identifies the owner as Chris-
tian. The cross is also a sign of contradiction. At 
face value, there is nothing glorious about it. 
Who would want to die on a cross? Only crimi-
nals and trouble - makers were put to death in 
that way. And yet we Christians kiss the cross 
on Good Friday. We make the Sign of the Cross 
when we pass a church and when we pray. We 
see the cross not as a symbol of shame and de-
feat but as the sign of our redemption.  

Today’s Gospel also contains a verse 
which succinctly sums up why the cross matters 
to Christians. “God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son so that everyone who 
believes in him may not be lost but may have 
eternal life.” (Jn 3:16) This is one of the most 
famous of all Gospel verses, and it’s no surprise, 
because it sums up our Christian faith in a nut-
shell. God gave his life for us on a cross out of 
love.  A good prayer to make this week would 
be to personalise that verse from the Gospel, to 
change the words slightly so that they apply to 
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each of us individually. “God loved me so much that he 
gave his only Son so that I may not be lost but have eter-
nal life.” God loved me… little old me with all my faults 
and failures and hang-ups – God loved me so much that 
he died on a cross so that I would have eternal life. An 
extraordinary statement, and yet that is at the heart of our 
faith. It is what the cross represents.  
Something else we could do this week is to wear a cross 
or display one prominently in our home or car or work-
place. Bless yourself when passing a church or cemetery. 
Cross yourself before starting out on a journey and at 
mealtimes. Use this powerful symbol to publicly 
acknowledge what you believe and are celebrating this 
Lent. 
Mothers have a special way  
A special day to honour mothers and mothering is a part 
of every major tradition, culture and Nation. That is be-
cause we know instinctively the wonder, miracle and gift 
of mothers. They carry us in their wombs, the first home 
of the whole human race. They offer us to the family, and 
the whole world. They gave us life and birthed us into the 
network of relationships which gives that life meaning, 
the family. They taught and nurtured us on the way, by 
offering wisdom, example and practical experience. They 
picked us up when we fell and unconditionally loved us 
back when we strayed.  
There is no-one like a mother, no substitute for her place, 
no equal to her love and placement in our own formation. 
For those whose mothers and grandmothers are still alive 
- cherish them today. Unfortunately with the circum-
stances we’re in at this present time we may not be able 
to hug them and kiss them but we thank them. For those 
whose mothers have gone home to the Lord, remember 
them.  
Phased return to School Monday 15th March has been 
set for the return of all remaining primary school children 
as well as fifth year students at second level, with the 
remaining second level students proposed for after the 
Easter break. 
We offer our sympathy & prayers to the family of  
Patricia O’Mullen, Ballysheedy funeral was Monday in 

Donoughmore, also Beverly (Bev) Connolly who has 
died in Toledo Ohio USA. Paddy Lyons Dromkeen, resi-
dent of Good Council Nursing Home. May they rest in 

Peace   Mass Cards /Bouquets / Get well cards availa-
ble in parish office  

St Patrick’s Day next Wednesday 

Feast day of our Patron Saint and of 

Our Parish. It is day on which we 

celebrate our faith, our heritage and 
rejoice in the achievements of Irish 

people all over how to build a sense of to-
getherness with families who are apart this 

year due to Covid.  In each of our Churches 
you will be able to pick up a tag, write the 

name of your family member away and 
place the name on the family tree. You may 

also like to leave a photo for our Mass on 
that day.. We rejoice at this time for the 
Christian witness of so many Irish people 

who bring and have brought the Christian 
story to all corners of the globe. Patrick was 

a very humble man who so often professed 
that he was neither “learned nor sophisticat-

ed”. As we honour his memory at this time 
of the year let us pray that his generous 

spirit may take root in our lives and that the 

saint may continue to bestow “on 
Erins Green Valleys, his sweet smile”                     

Feast of St Joseph 19th March 

Pope Francis will launch a year dedi-
cated o the Family which will con-
clude on the 26th June 2022 on the 

occasion of the 10th World meeting 
of Families                                    
Rathuard/Donoughmore Residents 

Association. TLC6 will be celebrat-
ed  this year in a different but doa-

ble  manner.  Due to covid-19  re-
strictions TLC can only accept regis-
tration of interest from individuals 

and those in their household bubble. 
If you are interested please 

vist www.teamlimerickcleanup.ie  to 
register. as an individual. Stay safe . 

Mary Hurley                  
www.dkrparish.ie  The weekly news-

letter /mass leaflet you can find in 
the “Parish Info” section.  You can 
also access our FB page through the 

website  Thank You  
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