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.Lent, Sunday 5th [March 
21st, 2021] 
The sacrament of reconciliation is 
our opportunity to obtain God’s mer-
cy and to let go of whatever keeps us 

from God.  Some years ago, The Corrs released 
a song called ‘Forgiven, Not Forgotten’. It did 
well in the charts but, popular though the song 
was, we know that it is not easy to either forgive 
or forget. There’s a certain harshness in today’s 
society, a view that for some no forgiveness is 
possible. We see it reflected in so much of the 
tabloid press, which uses words like ‘evil’, 
‘sick’, ‘depraved’, ‘disgraced’ to describe any-
one who has fallen from grace or has been found 
guilty of a crime. No distinction is made be-
tween the person and his or her crime. There is 
no possibility of forgiveness or redemption. The 
person is judged and condemned forever.  

We can see that harshness also in many 
people’s attitude towards prisoners. There is the 
common view that prison should be about pun-
ishment only, that those who for whatever rea-
son end up behind bars should be shown no mer-
cy, that they deserve what they get and more.  

This attitude can exist in our own lives 
too. Someone hurts us deeply, or we feel be-
trayed by a person once close to us, or a loved 
one may have been abused by a person we trust-
ed - and we feel an anger, bitterness, hatred that 
we cannot let go of. Reconciliation and for-
giveness can be extremely difficult. 

Yet the challenge to forgive is at the 
heart of our faith. It is something Jesus preached 
about over and over again, something he prac-
tised in his own life and that he asks his follow-
ers to do, too. Jesus says it is not generous 
enough at all. The Christian is challenged to 
forgive not seven times, but seventy times sev-
en. In other words, the Christian must never stop 
forgiving. There can be no limit to our mercy 
and forgiveness. And the reason is simple: it is 
because God has forgiven us first. No matter 
who we are or how sinful we think we are, God 
has forgiven us first. God’s mercy is always 
greater than our wrongdoing or our sense of 
justice. That is the extraordinary story of our 
salvation – that our God is a loving, forgiving 
God, who never stops loving and forgiving us. 
Time and again in the Old Testament we find 
God forgiving God’s people, even when they 
didn’t deserve it. The New Testament tells us 
that God’s only Son was sent among us to save 
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us, by dying on a cross, even though we don’t deserve it. 
All done out of love. All free gift. And that must be our 
motive for forgiving. We must forgive because God has 
forgiven us; we must be merciful because God has been 
merciful to us. It is as simple and as challenging as that.  

That is the promise and the invitation the sacra-
ment of reconciliation offers each one of us. It is a prom-
ise and an experience of God’s bountiful love. It’s an 
invitation we should respond to during this Season of 
Lent and as often as we can.                                                  

 
Temporary Secretarial Position - Donoughmore NS  
Please see school website under 'Job Vacancy' for more 
information donoughmorenslimk@gmail.com 
Closing date for application Wednesday 24th March 

2021.  
We offer our sympathy & prayers to the family of 
Brendan Burke , Clonlara dad of Mary Shier Ballyneety 

May he  rest in Peace  Mass Cards /Easter Bouquets / 

Get well cards available in parish office  Sat. 11am -

12.15pm                                                                          
Celebration of Sacraments of First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation. I know parents have been enquiring 
and with the continued disruption with restrictions, it is 

not possible to give any firm dates for when these sacra-
ments will be celebrated. However they will happen at 

some stage. In the meantime as the children get back to 
school we wish you and your family a safe return to 

school life.                                                                           
An invitation to our March 'Breathe, reflect, refresh' 

session for Healthcare workers which is on Thursday 

25th March at 3pm and again at 8pm.  The sessions last 

30-35 minutes.  You can register at: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/healthcare_breather                                                           

A Virtual discernment evening for men who wish to 
explore the Diocesan priesthood takes place Tuesday 

23rd March 7.30pm—9pm please email in-
fo@vocations.ie .Join on zoom with priests, seminarians                                                       

Palm Sunday as we begin our journey through Holy 
Week a sacred week. It will be radically different again 
for 2021 with no church attendance at all. But ceremonies 

will take place behind closed doors and will be streamed 
live on our Fb page. Palm will be available in our 

Churches. Pope Francis said on Friday (Feast of St Jo-
seph) that St. Joseph is a model for all vocations and he 

prays the saint will help young people discern the voca-
tion God is calling them to. “St. Joseph is an outstanding 
example of acceptance of God’s plans,” the pope wrote in 

a message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 
published March 19.“May he help everyone, especially 

young people who are discerning, to make 
God’s dreams for them come true,” he said. 

“May he inspire in them the courage to say 
‘yes’ to the Lord who always surprises and 

never disappoints.” Pope Francis declared a 
year to St Joseph, back the 8 December 

2020 to 8 December 2021. He says: “Each 

of us can discover in Joseph - the man who 
goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence - an intercessor, a support and a 

guide in times of trouble" We have a spe-
cial prayer card to signify this. On Friday 

Pope Francis dedicated Knock shrine as an 

International Eucharistic and Marian 
Shrine  Rathuard/Donoughmore 

Residents AssocTLC6 will be cele-
brated  this year in a different but 

doable  manner.  Due to covid-
19  restrictions TLC can only accept 

registration of interest from individu-
als and those in their household bub-
ble. If you are interested visit 

www.teamlimerickcleanup.ie  to reg-
ister. as an individual. Stay safe . 

Mary Hurley                 
www.dkrparish.ie  The weekly news-

letter /mass leaflet you can find in 
the “Parish Info” section.  You can 

also access our FB page through the 
website  Thank You                             
Sincerest thanks on continuing to 

support our parish financially by us-
ing the registered envelopes, or online 

bank transfer, or through the ‘Donate’ 
system which you can find on our 

website. Parish envelopes can be 
dropped into the letter box at Church 
house (Office)Donoughmore 
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