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Lent, Sunday 6th [March 28th, 
2021] 

Holy Week is much more than a tragic tale. It is 
also an extraordinary story of the triumph of for-
giveness over betrayal, reconciliation over aban-
donment, mercy over weakness, light over dark-
ness, life over death. The extraordinary journey 
through Holy Week is peppered with acts of be-
trayal.  

There is Judas’ betrayal of Jesus with a 
kiss. We are left wondering how a friend, a confi-
dant, could betray someone as cruelly as Judas 
did. And yet we know that it can so easily happen 
– if the price is right. Imagine how Jesus felt when 
he was betrayed by his friend. Imagine how we 
would feel if one of our best friends did something 
like that to us.  

Then there is Peter, who cowers before 
the pointing finger of a servant girl, and denies he 
ever knew Jesus. That denial must have been par-
ticularly hard for Jesus to take. After all, this was 
the man to whom Jesus had entrusted special re-
sponsibility, a man who only a short while before 
had insisted that he would never, ever, let Jesus 
down. Fear prevents Peter from doing the right 
thing. We know all too well that fear can hold us 
back from doing the right thing sometimes, too. 
We can be afraid of the consequences for our-
selves, and so we stay quiet, or deny, rather than 
speak out and stand by the truth.  

And then there is the abandonment of 
Jesus by so many of his other followers. He had 
invested so much in them, shown them so much 
love and patience, gifted them with his friendship, 
instructed them and taught them, and now they 
desert him when the going gets tough. Imagine 
how hurt, disappointed and alone Jesus must have 
felt. It’s like when we are excluded from a group, 
or party or event. We feel left out, blanked, de-
nied, except the hurt is so much deeper in Jesus’ 
case.  

Holy Week is one long tale of betrayal, 
denial, fear, abandonment. It showcases the human 
condition in all its frailty and weakness.  

But Holy Week is much more than a trag-
ic tale. It is also an extraordinary story of the tri-
umph of forgiveness over betrayal, reconciliation 
over abandonment, mercy over weakness, light 
over dark - ness, life over death.  

On the cross, in his darkest hour, Jesus 
forgives his own killers, forgives all those who 
have let him down. “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” After the resurrection the 

     Remembered In Mass 
 

Donoughmore 

Sat 27th  7 pm Willie, John Joe, Chris-
tine O’Malley 

Mon 22nd  10 am  

Tue 23rd  10 am  

Fri 26th  10 am  

Sat 3rd   7 pm Teresa Hayes (8th ) 
Josie Quinn (1st) 

Knockea 

Sun 28th  11am 
 

Sean Holmes (1st) 
Peggie Hourigan 

Wed 24th    11am  

Sun  4th  11am Denis O’Riordain 

Roxboro 

   

   

   

 

risen Jesus encounters Peter by the lake.  
After all that has happened, Peter must have 

felt so embarrassed and ashamed to meet the risen Lord, 
but Jesus reaches out to him in love, and forgives him.  

As we journey through Holy Week, think 
about the betrayal and abandonment of Jesus by his 
friends and followers, and how often we betray and 
abandon him. But think, too, of the mercy and for-
giveness that were on display even in the deepest dark-
ness of that week, and pray that we will be people who 
know that same mercy and forgiveness, and practise it 
in our lives.  
 
We offer our sympathy & prayers to the family of   
Patsy Brosnahan, Drombanna. May she  rest in Peace   

Palm Sunday we begin our journey through Holy 
Week a sacred week. It will be radically different again 
for 2021 with no church attendance at all. But ceremo-

nies will take place behind closed doors and will be 
streamed live on our Fb page. Palm will be available in 

our Churches. This time last year during our first lock-
down some people made Palm Cross 

wreaths to place on the front door of 
their homes on Palm Sunday. Why 
not have a go at making such a 

wreath to mark Holy Week this year 
in your house.  The wreath can be as 

simple as two pieces of palm (or any 
seasonal foliage) tied together in the 

form of a cross and then fixed to the 
front door Almighty God, bless our 

crosses (+) that they may be for us 

signs of Christ’s victory over sin and death; and bless 
us this Passion-tide as we journey with Christ towards 

his Cross on Good Friday.  Amen.  

At the beginning of Holy week three online liturgies are 
offered at 8pm on the following evenings: a Liturgy of 
Solidarity on Monday, a Tenebrae Liturgy on Tues-
day and a Liturgy of Forgiveness on Wednes-
day.  These liturgies will be streamed on our Diocesan 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
dioceseoflimerick  For those of you who are not on 
Facebook they will be able to access the liturgy through 
our Holy Week resources web page by clicking on the 
image of the liturgy.  This link will only be available 
once it goes live, we will create the live link a couple of 
minutes before 8pm on each of the three evenings.  

The Holy Thursday Chrism Mass 10am will be relayed 
through the St. John’s web camera  

 
Summer time begins 
remember the clocks go 
forward this weekend, 
maybe 6 months 
ahead !!!! 
 

www.dkrparish.ie  the weekly newsletter /

mass leaflet you can find in the “Parish 
Info” section on our website You can also 
access our FB page through the website                                                                                       

Thanks for the support to the parish 
financially by using the registered 

envelopes, or online bank transfer, or 
through the ‘Donate’ system which 

you can find on our website. Parish 
envelopes can be dropped into the 

letter box at Church house (Office)
Donoughmore                                              

Holy Week ceremonies in the Parish 

will be on our FB page   please watch 
for the updates on the page. 

Mass Cards /Easter Bouquets / Get 

well cards available in parish office  

Sat. 11am -12.15pm                             
Easter water will be 
available from the of-

fice this Saturday 
morning.                         

Priest’s Easter collection, envelopes 

are in both churches and parish office 
and can be dropped in on the Satur-

day also . 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dioceseoflimerick
https://www.facebook.com/dioceseoflimerick
http://www.dkrparish.ie
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