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Easter Reflections' is a beautiful poem by 
Helen Steiner 
Rice                                                                 

 With OUR EYES we 
see 
The beauty of Easter 
as the earth awak-
ens once more... 
With OUR EARS we 
hear 
The birds sing 
sweetly 
to tell us Spring again is here... 
With OUR HANDS we pick 
the golden daffodils 
and the fragrant hyacinths... 
But only with OUR HEARTS 
can we feel the MIRACLE of GOD'S LOVE 
which redeems all.. 
And only with OUR SOUL 
can we make our 'pilgrimage to God' 
and inherit His Easter Gift of ETERNAL LIFE. 

 
Great Story  Over 80 
years ago, in Greece six-
ty thousand Jews lived 
peacefully in Thessaloni-
ki. It was a valued and 
vibrant community. Most 
of these Jews worked in 
the port. So much so that 

the port of Thessaloniki was even closed on Sat-
urday, Shabbat. 
Great emeritus rabbis also lived and studied 
there. Everyone rubbed shoulders and appreciat-
ed each other. But on September 2, 1939, on the 
eve of the outbreak of the Second World War, it 
is on this glorious community that the Nazi terror 
will suddenly rise. 
On April 6, 1941, Hitler invaded Greece in order 
to secure its southern front before launching the 
famous Operation Barbarossa and its great offen-
sive against Russia. Of the 60,000 Jews in Thes-
saloniki, around 50,000 will be exterminated at 
the Birkenau concentration camp in sad record 
time! 
The massacre of the Jews of Greece was brief but 
intense. Very few will have the chance to make 

     Remembered In Mass 
 

Donoughmore 

Sat 10th  7 pm Rita Daly (10th) Patri-
cia O’Mullen (MM 

Mon 12th   10 am  

Tue 13th  10 am  

Fri 16th  10 am  

Sat  17th  7 pm John & Alice Sha-
nahan. Mary, Richard, 
Jackie Sr Kathleen But-
ler Jack & Annie Smith  

Knockea 

Sun 11th   11am 
 

Billy Donnelly. Bridie 
& John McManus    
Michael Nash.        
Mary Sheehan 
(Birthday Rem)                
Michael Kiely Maureen 
Sheehan, Fr Tom 
Greally (10th) Michael 
Benson Adare (3rd) 

Wed 14th   11am  

Sun  18th  11am Thomas & Frances   
Tuite 

Roxboro 

   

   

   

 

it. But among the survivors there was a family known 
as Bourla. 
And after the war, in 1961, a son was born into this 
miraculous family in the camps. His parents called him 
Israel – Abraham. He grew up and studied veterinary 
medicine in Greece. A brilliant student, Abraham will 
get his doctorate in reproductive biotechnology at the 
veterinary school of Aristotle University in Salonika. 
At the age of 34, he decided to move to the United 
States. 
He changes his first name Abraham to Albert and 
meets a Jewish woman named Miriam and then mar-
ries her. Together they will have two children. In the 
United States, Albert was integrated into the medical 
industry. 
He progressed very quickly and joined a pharmaceuti-
cal company where he became “Head manager” Little 
Abraham (Albert) rose through the ranks and got his 
appointment as CEO of this company in 2019. 
Throughout the year Albert decides to direct all the 
efforts of the company to try to find a vaccine against a 
new virus which has just struck the world. He expends 
great financial and technological efforts to achieve his 
goal. 
A year later his work paid the WHO (World Health 
Organization) validates the authorization for his com-
pany to produce the long-awaited vaccine ... 
His vaccine will be distributed in several countries 
including Germany, which counts thousands of dead 
from the pandemic. 
Ironically, this vaccine which will save the lives of 
millions of people around the world including many 
Germans was led and pushed by a little Jew from Thes-
saloniki, son of Holocaust survivors from whom most 
of his people were exterminated by Nazi Germany. 
And that is why Israel became the first country to re-
ceive the vaccine. In memory of his grandparents and 
his parents who gave birth to Israel-Abraham Bourla, 
known today as Albert Bourla: CEO of Pfizer! 

 
Trócaire Lenten Cam-
paign: Thank you all for 
your support of Trocaire 
and would ask for the 
return of boxes as soon as 
possible! You can also 
donate to Trocaire 
www.trocaire.org  
 
 
 

www.dkrparish.ie  the 
weekly newsletter /

mass leaflet you can 
find in the “Parish In-

fo” section on our web-
site You can also ac-

cess our FB page 
through the website                                                                                                

Buiochas! We are thankful to those who 

enriched our Holy week ceremonies in such 

circumstances in both of our Churches and 
all of you who joined us online  last week 

Priests’ Easter Collection: We thank 
you for your support. You’re wel-

come to leave your donation to the 
Church box, / Parish Office at Do-

noughmore You can also use the 
online donate facility on the website. 

Envelopes are available from both 
Church’s.  

 Mass Cards /Easter Bouquets / Get 

well cards available in parish office  

Sat. 11am -12.15pm                                                   

Easter water is available 
in our Churches and the 
Inver shop in Ballyneety  
please take a bottle home 
with you  
 

.                                                                                                                

We wish you and yours every 
blessing for Easter and contin-
ue to stay safe!  
 
 

 

http://www.dkrparish.ie
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