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Ascension of Jesus 
As redeemed people, God’s glory shines in each 
one of us.  

Sixty years ago, in March 1958, a monk 
was going about his business in a city in Ken-
tucky in the US when suddenly he had a revela-
tion, a mystical experience. He described it later: 
“In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Wal-
nut, in the centre of the shopping district, I was 
suddenly overwhelmed with the realisation that I 
loved all those people, that they were mine and I 
theirs, that we could not be alien to one another 
even though we were total strangers…”  

He felt, he said, the immense joy of be-
ing human, a member of a race in which God 
himself became incarnate. He longed to tell those 
people that "they are all walking around shining 
like the sun". The monk was the famous Trappist, 
Thomas Merton.  

Merton had an intense experience of 
God’s presence and love. He saw the divine in 
that ordinary street on that ordinary day. He saw 
the image of God in the ordinary folk walking 
around him. It was as if they were shining like 
the sun.  

Today we celebrate the feast of the As-
cension. Jesus has gone to his father in heaven, 
and the disciples feel his absence. They are alone 
again. We can only imagine what it must have 
been like for them, to experience the joy of the 
resurrection - having the risen Jesus back with 
them, different in form but real nonetheless – and 
then to experience his absence once more, when 
he leaves them to ascend to heaven. Even though 
he promises to send them the Holy Spirit, they 
might well have sung with Gilbert O’Sullivan: 
“Alone again, naturally.”  

There are times when we feel as if God 
is not with us. Ours is a broken world, plagued 
by all kinds of suffering and injustice, violence 
and pain. None of us escapes the harsh reality of 
the human condition.  

But the promise Jesus made to his disci-
ples is true: God has not abandoned God’s peo-
ple. God is with us. God’s Spirit is with us.  

That is what Thomas Merton saw that 
day on the Louisville street. He saw with extraor-
dinary clarity that God’s glory dwells in each 
person, God’s Spirit sparkles in each person. No 
matter how old or young, or strong or frail, or 
agile or crippled, or large or small we are, we 
shine like the sun. No matter where we are from, 
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or where we went to school, or what skin colour we 
possess, or what sexual orientation we have, or what 
our domestic situation may be, we shine like the sun. 
Because God has redeemed us, we shine like the sun.  

We are in that in-between time awaiting Pen-
tecost but we are already a redeemed people, who even 
in our human frailty, are shining like the sun. So, shine 
today, shine like the resurrected son. Let all who en-
counter you see who you are – a redeemed person, in 
whom God’s glory shines. And let each of us see each 
other for who we are – redeemed people, in whom 
God’s glory shines. People who walk around shining 
like the sun. 
 
Welcome back to Sunday Mass, We start back safe 
and well. As with previous reopening for services, the 
following protective measures continue to apply: 

2m social distancing guidelines adhered to 
(members of the same household can sit/
stand close together). Wearing of face cov-
erings. Where possible separate points of 
entrance and exit, clearly marked. No con-
gregation by people outside the premises 
before and after any service. Stewards on 
site to assist in this regard. Use hand sani-
tizer provided. As is the case with our 
Churches here in the parish Holy Commun-
ion will be distributed at the end of Mass 
and then please exit with no returning to 
seats. Our Churches are sanitised after each 
gathering.                                                                                                                              

Thank’s to our Church support teams who have given 
so much to keep all our parishioners safe.                                                                                      
Thank you for your continued support and prayers as 
we start back and stay well everyone.  Mass times Sat. 
7pm Donoughmore. Sun. Knockea 11am . Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday 10am 

World Communications Day 2021.  
Archbishop Eamon Martin has paid 
tribute to journalists who gave their 
lives in search of the truth. In a vid-
eo message published ahead of Sun-
day 16 May, the archbishop intro-
duced some of the key themes of the 

Pope’s message for World Communications Day on 
the theme “Come and See” (Jn 1:46). Communi-
cating by Encountering People Where and as They 
Are.  The archbishop said, “Good media and journal-
ism likewise invites us to “Come and See”. The inter-
net for example brings to our doorsteps events that are 
happening all over the world and enables us to share 
them with others. Of course there is also the risk of 
misinformation and fake news. All the more reason, 

then, for people us to be responsible and 
authentic online and to be witnesses of the 
truth. Speaking about the role of journalists, 
Archbishop Martin said, “I’m conscious 
today of the work of brave journalists here 
in Ireland like Lyra McKee, who have lost 
their lives while seeking to uncover and re-
port  the truth. I think also of the two Span-
ish journalists who were killed last month in 
Burkina Faso along with the Irish conserva-
tionist, Rory Young.  
Pope Francis reminds us today how the 
Good News of the Gospel has spread down 
the centuries through person-to-person, heart
-to-heart encounters.” Concluding his video 
message, Archbishop Martin said, “Every 
media tool has its value in handing on the 
faith, but what really impresses others is a 
personal witness to faith, hope and charity. 
That is the challenge that faces all of us – to 
communicate our love for Jesus by encoun-
tering others, where they are and as they are, 
and inviting them to “Come and See”. God 

bless you in this mission, and may 
truth guide all those who are working 
in media and journalism here in Ire-
land.”  
Recently deceased Our prayers and 
sympathy to the families of Teresa 
Hanly (nee McCarthy) Rockstown 
Kilmallock sister of Michael McCar-
thy Rathuard., funeral was Thursday 
in Ballybricken Church. Jim Doody 
Broadford Co Limerick brother-in-
law to Marie Fitzpatrick funeral ar-
rangements later. Tony Culhane Viz-
es Court and late of Rhebogue, funer-
al this Sunday in Donoughmore 
Church. William Fitzgerald (MM)
May they rest in Peace. 
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weekly newsletter / 
Mass leaflet  under 
the “Parish info “ sec-
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Mass Cards Get well 

Cards / Certs available in Office Sat. 
11-12.15pm 
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