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Pentecost Sun-
day 
Pentecost cele-
brates the birthday 
of the church and 
the birthday of the 
domestic church – 

the Christian family.  
Birthdays are a big deal, especially 

when we are young. The joy of being a year old-
er, reaching another milestone, and, of course, all 
the cards and gifts and the party.  

There are the significant birthdays – 18, 
21 – that mark our coming of age, which we cele-
brate in a big way.  

As we get older, birthdays tend to be 
less important. We don’t get as excited about 
them. The gifts and the cards become fewer or 
fizzle out, unless we reach a landmark age like 
40 or 50.  

Sometimes other people are more keen 
on celebrating our birthday than we are. Birth-
days become a reminder that we’re getting old. 
Unless, of course, we’re heading for 90 or 100, 
and we want everybody to know how old we are. 
Our birthday becomes a big deal again.  

Today we celebrate the birthday of the 
church. Pentecost, which takes place 50 days 
after Easter, is regarded as the day the church 
was born, the moment it came into being.  

The disciples have been gathered in the 
upper room. The Holy Spirit descends on them, 
just as Jesus had promised. They begin to feel the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and they become new 
people. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they unlock 
the door and pour out of the room, and begin 
preaching the Good News of the Gospel to all 
they meet. On that first Pentecost, the church is 
born.  

So today we celebrate the birthday of 
the church. When we think of church we proba-
bly think of that large hierarchical institution 
with the pope at the top, and of which we are part 
by virtue of our baptism. And that is true. We are 
the church, so you can say that today is our birth-
day too.  

At its most fundamental, the church is 
every Christian family and every home. Vatican 
II says the family is the domestic church because 
it is the first place where young, baptised Chris-
tians learn about their faith. It is where we nour-
ish our faith and live it out. You could call family 
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the ‘church of the home’.  
We all share the gift of family. We know, too, 

that there are lots of family combinations today. The 
definition of family isn’t as simple as it was in the past. 
As well as married couples, with or without children, 
there are couples who are living together, with or with-
out children, lone parents, couples who are divorced 
and remarried, same-sex couples, single people living 
on their own, and so on. And along with this variety of 
family combinations comes a lot of challenges and 
prejudices. Because of who they are or their family 
circumstances, sometimes judgements are made about 
people that can cut them off from full participation in 
the church.  

In 2016, after a long period of consultation, 
Pope Francis issued a letter on family life, called ‘The 
Joy of Love’. It is a beautiful reflection on marriage 
and family life. So much has changed in our society in 
recent years that this is an opportunity for us to cele-
brate the gift of family, to understand what it means to 
be a Christian family in the Ireland of the 21st century.  

So, celebrate the church’s birthday today, and 
celebrate also the birthday of the domestic church, your 
family. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 

And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 

And you will renew the face of the earth. 
 

Lord, 
by the light of the Holy Spirit 
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 

In the same Spirit 
help us to relish what is right 

and always rejoice in your consolation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Bishop Brendan Leahy letter to be read out at all 

Masses  Pentecost 2021                                                                     

Dear Sisters and Brothers, I want to greet you on this 
second weekend since we’ve been able to return to 

public worship together. It’s great to see and support 
each other. Thanks for the way you kept up the spiritu-
al communion that united us even during the months 

when we were apart. The daily prayers, the participa-
tion on-line in liturgies, the living out of your faith 

during this difficult COVID time – all of this has built 
up the Church. It’s remarkable how we adapt as people  

completely new mediums, virtual mediums to stay con-

nected. Get the full let-
ter on our parish 

webpage dkrparish.ie.  

a copy will also be left 

in the Churches  

 
FB Live Mass and funeral masses are live 
streamed from this church on the parish’s 
Facebook page.  This is so that the parish 
can extend its reach to those who cannot 
visit the church in person.  This may mean 
that your image will be captured and broad-
cast on Facebook, in particular, if you are on 
or near the sanctuary or if you sit in the 
first few rows of the centre aisles.  We 
would kindly ask you to please sit in another 

part of the church if you do not wish 
your image to be broadcast in this 
way.  Facebook’s privacy policy will 
govern the use of your image on that 
site.  If you have any questions or 
concerns about this, please contact Fr. 
Tom who will be happy to help you .   
 
Mass times Sat. 7pm Donoughmore. 
Sun. Knockea 11am. Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday 10am  
 
Recently deceased Our prayers and 
sympathy to the family of Ann Butler 
Chapel St Bruff beloved Mother of 
Veronica Garry funeral Mass was 
Friday 11am Bruff Church                      
May She rest in Peace. 
 
www.dkrparish.ie  
weekly newsletter / Mass leaflet  un-
der the “Parish info” section                                     
 
Mass Cards Get well Cards / Certs 
available in Office Sat. 11-12.15pm 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


