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Modern Family One of the most popular Ameri-
can TV series of the 1970s was called The Wal-
tons. It depicted the day-to-day life of a Depres-
sion-era family in the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Virginia. The story is told from the viewpoint of 
John Walton Jr. (known as John-Boy): his six 
siblings, his parents John and Olivia, and the 
elder John's parents Zeb and Esther.  

Times are hard. John Sr. manages to eke 
out a living by operating a lumber mill with his 
sons' help as they grow older. He also does some 
small-scale farming. The Waltons don’t have 
much but they have each other - a large, loving 
family, nesting intimately under one big roof. 
They face challenges and difficulties but the fam-
ily’s strong Christian values and profound love 
for each other help them meet every obstacle. 

In many ways, at least on the surface, fam-
ily life in Ireland in the 1970s and even later did 
not seem all that removed from the wholesome 
portrayal of The Waltons. And yet, of course, we 
know that then, as now, not every family or mar-
riage was happy or full of bliss. Domestic vio-
lence, infidelity, conflict, abuse, neglect, addic-
tion were part of life for all too many. The world, 
then as now, was populated by non-perfect fami-
lies, of normal people swamped in difficult do-
mestic situations, very often not of their own 
making.  

Much has changed in Ireland even in the 
last twenty years. Marriage and family life are 
even more complicated today. In addition to the 
traditional family, there are divorced and remar-
ried couples, blended families, lone parent fami-
lies, couples living out of wedlock, same-sex 
families, single people living alone. The defini-
tion of family is no longer as straightforward as it 
once was. This creates its own challenges. Some 
parents may disapprove of their children’s living 
arrangements or lifestyle and some families can 
feel at odds with or alienated from the church and 
its teaching on family and sexuality. Family life 
isn’t as simple as it was on Walton’s Mountain. 
Indeed, you could say that today it can seem 
more like something out of Modern Family than 
another feel-good episode of The Waltons and 
their brood.  

In 2016, Pope Francis issued a letter on 
family life called Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of 
Love). It’s a beautiful reflection on marriage and 
family life. But Pope Francis didn’t just sit down 
and write the letter. The document was the out-
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come of one of the biggest consultations ever to take 
place in the church.   Every diocese and parish in the 
world was invited to participate. Questionnaires were 
distributed that covered all aspects of family life. For 
the first time, Catholics were being asked to take part 
in a detailed consultation by the Vatican.  

After this took place, two synods of the church 
were held in Rome, made up of representatives from 
around the globe. They met in two successive autumns 
to discuss the nitty-gritty of marriage and family life 
today. It was after this process was complete that the 
pope wrote The Joy of Love.  

The letter is an ode to marriage and family life. 
Francis devotes much of it to discussing the lifelong 
experience of love. Joy is one of his favourite words. 
The joy that fuses the relationship between spouses, the 
joy that deepens as their relationship lengthens, the joy 
that unites the family circle, the joy of love. But Fran-
cis knows too that families are complicated and that the 
church needs to understand families in all their com-
plexity. He cautions against “Thinking that every thing 
is black and white” (305). While families and individu-
als must be encouraged to live by the Gospel, the 
church needs to meet them where they are and treat 
them with mercy, compassion and understanding. 

“Our loved ones merit our complete attention. 
Jesus is our model in this, for whenever people ap-
proached to speak with him, he would meet their gaze, 
directly and lovingly (cf. Mk 10:21). No one felt over-
looked in his presence, since his words and gestures 
conveyed the question: “What do you want me to do 
for you?” (Mk 10:51). This is what we experience in 
the daily life of the family.” Pope Francis, The Joy of 
Love, 323  

“Fr Tom & Fr Dave wish to acknowledge 
your very kind greetings and good wishes on the anni-
versary of their ordination, Fr Tom 35th & Fr Dave 
60th “ Many thanks 
Limerick Lourdes Virtual Diocesan Pilgrimage  

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions we are unable to 
travel again this year, but we hope that 
2022 will see us returning to Lourdes 
with the Limerick Diocesan Pilgrim-
age. Please see poster in Church and on 
|Diocesan website with details of the 
upcoming virtual pilgrimage that takes 
place from Thursday 17th to Sunday 
20th at 10.00am and 9.00pm each 
day.  You might be so kind as to in-

clude it on any social media sites that you use.  
                  Kind regards Fr. Frank O’Dea 
                   Lourdes Pilgrimage Director. 

One of the essays in Wednesday's Leaving 
Cert English Paper was: "Write a personal 
essay in which you reflect on the role of 
humour, fun and laughter in life." It was 
well received by students. Given all the sad-
ness and stress that has been a part of Covid 
19, it was good to write about fun, smiles 
and laughter too. A smile may seem small 
and almost insignificant and yet its impact 
can last a lifetime. We all know a genuine 
smile when we see it, radiating the inner 
beauty of the person within. We certainly 
need to smile more. We need to allow the 
simplicity and beauty of a smile, to express 
the Divine within. We need to allow it to 
touch others and never to underestimate its 
beauty. Even when we're stuck for words in 
the great mystery of life, from joy to great 
sadness, a smile can often be better than a 
thousand words                                                  
We continue to wish our Leaving Certs the 
best of luck. So much uncertainty has been 

around for the past two years with 
Covid. Thankfully the Department of 
Education have come up with a really 
good solution this year with the com-
bination of predicted grades and the 
written exams themselves. It has 
eased the stress levels considerably. 
Everyone who has done exams knows 
that there is always life after exams 
but for those doing the exams this is 
hard to see sometimes. But there is 
always a bigger picture. Exams are 
stepping stones in life. Education is 
life long and many opportunities will 
unfold no matter what happens with 
the exams taking place over the next 
few weeks                                                      
Confirmation dates Tuesday 6th 

July 11am Scoil Spioraid Naoimh 
Roxboro. Thursday 11am  8th July 

Donoughmore. Friday 9th July 11am 
Knockea. All ceremonies take place 

in Queen of Peace church limited to 
Parents, Sponsor and Child 

Parish Office open on Saturday 11-
12.15pm  

www.dkrparish.ie website  
weekly newsletter / Mass 
leaflet  under the “Parish 
info” section                                                              



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


