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Bishop Nulty of Kildare/ Loughlin welcomes -I 
am with you always – Pope Francis’ message for 
the first World Day for Grandparents & the El-
derly The Vatican has released Pope Francis’ 
message for the first World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly, which will be celebrated this 
Sunday 25 July,, on the theme I am with you al-
ways(Mt 28:20), Bishop Denis Nulty, chair of the 
Bishops’ Council for Marriage and the Family 
said, “I warmly welcome Pope Francis’ message 
for the first ever World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly, in which the Holy Father re-
minds us of the need for the whole Church to be 
close to all the elderly and grandparents at this 
time of pandemic.  “There have been so many 
unsung heroes and heroines during the pandemic 
– grandparents and elders, including our older 
priests and religious – all who are to be applaud-
ed for how they have coped with the challenges 
and uncertainty brought about by the Covid-19 
pandemic.  As a society we have learned a lot 
from their stoicism and pragmatism in the face of 
so many challenges. “Throughout his papacy 
Pope Francis has reminded us to value the many 
gifts of grandparents and the elderly.  In his 
theme chosen for this inaugural year I am with 
you always, the Holy Father is highlighting that 
promise of closeness that generations share with 
each other.  Not only are our young people called 
to be present in the lives of older people, but so 
too grandparents and elders have a mission to 
encourage young people on their faith jour-
ney.  Our little domestic churches are always 
enriched by the inclusion of grandparents and 
elders. “In the text of his inaugural message Pope 
Francis expands on this theme and assures us that 
he has been close to all those who have felt iso-
lated and alone in recent months and that, even at 
the darkest of moments, the Lord continues to 
send angels to console our loneliness and to re-
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mind us that ‘He is with us always’.  Pope Francis tells 
us that these angels sent to console us will at times 
have the face of our grandchildren, while at other 
times, the face of family members, lifelong friends or 
those we have come to know during these trying times, 
when we have learned how important hugs and visits 
are for each of us.”  Bishop Nulty concluded, “The 
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is being 
celebrated for the first time this year as part of a special 
Year on the Family to mark the fifth anniversary of 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of 
Love (Amoris Laetitia).  I would love to see parishes in 
every diocese across the country celebrating grandpar-
ents, elders, not forgetting our older priests and reli-
gious, who have given lives of dedicated service to 
their families and communities.  I would also encour-
age parishes to ensure that their local nursing care 
home is included in this annual celebration.” 
PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRAND-

PARENTS AND THE ELDERLY I thank You, Lord, for 

the comfort of Your presence: even in times of loneli-
ness, You are my hope and my confidence, You have 

been my rock and my fortress since my youth! I thank 
You for having given me a family and for having 

blessed me with a long life. I thank You for moments 
of joy and difficulty, for the dreams that have already 

come true in my life and for those that are still ahead of 
me. I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to 
which You call me. Increase, O Lord, my faith, make 

me a channel of your peace, teach me to embrace those 
who suffer more than me, to never stop dreaming and 

to tell of your wonders to new generations. Protect and 
guide Pope Francis and the Church, that the light of the 

Gospel might reach the ends of the earth. Send Your 
Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world, that the storm of the 
pandemic might be calmed, the poor consoled and wars 

ended. Sustain me in weakness and help me to live life 
to the full in each moment that You give me, in the 

certainty that you are with me every day, even until the 
end of the age. Amen  
Bishop of Limerick Brendan Leahy has said that 
Limerick and Ireland have today lost a man and politi-
cian of immense courage and decency and a great fam-
ily man into the bargain. Commenting on the news of 
Mr O’Malley’s death, Bishop Leahy said: “My first 
thoughts and prayers at this moment are with his four 
daughters and two sons and wider family circle. Unfor-
tunately, I did not have the pleasure of knowing Des 
O’Malley personally but the picture painted of him by 
those who knew him over the years, including priests 
of the diocese, was not just of a man and politician of 

unbreakable integrity but a devoted family 
man. “He had a deep love for his late wife 
Pat, his children and grandchildren and it 
was clearly a shared love.  So, for all that he 
did in the political world, it’s essential too as 
we pay tribute to him that we acknowledge 
just what family meant to him. “Politically, 
however, he will always be remembered for 
the deep sense of honour and honesty with 
which how approached public service. Des 
O’Malley was a man that would never stray 
from seeking to do the right thing nor be 
compromised.  That’s a very proud distinc-
tion that we can all take inspiration from. 
”He continued: “Many tributes have and 
will be paid to him over the coming days, 
but the words courage and decency are al-
ready being echoed time and time again.  He 
was unflinching in how he stayed the course 
of his deeply held convictions.  His political 

life was clearly underlined by his 
integrity, something that was fash-
ioned in his own family as he grew 
up here in Limerick. “While he spent 
much time away from Limerick in 
later life, he was also very proud of 
his native city and county. He will be 
fondly remembered and deeply 
missed. 
Recent death Our sympathy to the 
family of Annette Ahern (nee Mea-
ney) Bresheen Killmallock, sister of 
Richard & Michael Meaney, 
Knockea.  May she rest in Peace  
AIB Bank have asked us for banking 
purposes regarding cheques to the 
parish, re: Sunday collection please 
write ‘Donoughmore Parish’ on the 
cheque. Many thanks 
Congratulations to Limerick Sen-

ior Hurlers on winning 3 in a row 

Munster titles since 1933 Limerick 
coming from 10 down to win in a 
very hot Pairc Ui Chaoimh .Well 

done to our Parish man Barry Nash 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


