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All are welcome Pope Francis 
makes it clear that no one should 
feel excluded from God’s love. All 
have a home in the church. “All 
are welcome” is a popular hymn of 
recent years. “Let us build a house 

where love can dwell and all can safely live, a 
place where saints and children tell how hearts 
learn to forgive… All are welcome in this place.”   

The hymn speaks of inclusion and togeth-
erness. But while its sentiments are beautiful, not 
everyone experiences them as true. There are 
some who, due to personal circumstances, be-
lieve they are not welcome in the church. Even 
when the circumstances aren’t entirely of their 
own making, they feel excluded from full partici-
pation in the church. For the divorced and remar-
ried, those who are LGBT, or in irregular unions, 
the church can seem a cold place. Traditional 
teaching on marriage and sexuality has made 
them feel rejected, with the result that, far from 
feeling welcome, many are alienated from the 
church and, sadly, don’t want anything to do with 
it.  In The Joy of Love, Pope Francis makes it 
clear that no one should feel excluded from 
God’s love. All have a home in the church, he 
says. All are welcome. The church must help 
families of every sort, and people in every state 
of life, know that, even in their imperfections, 
they are loved by God and can help others expe-
rience that love.  

It is important then for priests to assist 
those whose marriages have faltered and help 
them feel part of the church community. Francis 
outlines a process that could lead divorced and 
civilly remarried Catholics back to the sacra-
ments, and points out that these couples “are not 
excommunicated and should not be treated as 
such, since they remain part” of the church.  

While he upholds traditional teachings on 
marriage, Francis is a realist. The church, he 
says, has often foisted upon people an “artificial 
theological ideal of marriage” removed from 
people’s everyday lives. At times, these ideals 
have been a “tremendous burden”.  

He cautions against stating that “all those 
living in any ‘irregular situation’ are living in a 
state of mortal sin”. People in “irregular situa-
tions,” or non-traditional families, like single 
mothers, need to be offered “understanding, com-
fort and acceptance”. As must gay men and 
women. When it comes to assisting people, the 
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church needs to stop applying moral laws as if they 
were “stones to throw at a person’s life”. We must 
preach the ideal of marriage and family, but always 
show mercy, taking people’s complex situations into 
account. Individual conscience is paramount and 
“needs to be incorporated into the church’s praxis in 
certain situations which do not objectively embody our 
understanding of marriage”.  

“A big heart” - that must be the church’s attitude 
to all, Francis says, “even those who have made a ship-
wreck of their lives”. “We also find it hard to make 
room for the consciences of the faithful, who very of-
ten respond as best they can to the Gospel amid their 
limitations, and are capable of carrying out their own 
discernment in complex situations. We have been 
called to form consciences, not to replace them.” Pope 
Francis, The Joy of Love.                                                                                         

The Catholic primate Archbishop Eamon 
Martin has described as “grossly disrespectful” and 
“almost cavalier” the manner in which churches were 
told this week that Baptisms, First Communions, and 
Confirmations should be deferred due to the Delta vari-
ant of Covid-19. “It’s just very disrespectful the way 
this was done,” he said. “A journalist’s tweet. The 
Tánaiste dismissively saying `oh,they’re off, that was 
how we were told about the change in direction. The 
manner of communication in this case was grossly dis-
respectful. We are extremely disappointed by this,” he 
said. All of it made him think it was time “for a proper 
dialogue about the place of faith and its expression in 
public life and that’s something I’d be very very open 
to.” A statement, posted on the Government website on 
Wednesday , stated that “religious ceremonies such as 
Baptisms, First Holy Communions and Confirmations 
should not take place at this time. Further advice will 
follow on resumption of these ceremonies when it is 
safe to do so .Speaking on RTÉ Radio I’s News Arch-
bishop Martin said there was “a lot of frustration and 
deep disappointment and indeed anger”. “We’ve been 
deluged with calls from parishes, I know that priests 
and others have been extremely disappointed by this 
reversal of the position that was written to us from the 
Taoiseach’s office at the very beginning of June.” It 
said such ceremonies could take place “in line with the 
gradual reopening of society from the 5th of July,” he 
recalled. “A huge amount of preparation,” had taken 
place for this “very important moments in journey of 
faith for young people and their families,” he said. 
In Northern Ireland First Communions and Confirma-
tion ceremonies were held very carefully, very safely, 
he said. However, the church had been “consistent in 
encouraging our parishes to adhere to public health 

advice at the moment is that these sacraments are de-

ferred and we have to be respectful of that,” 
“At the same time we would really love to 
know why did this almost cavalier approach 
to communication happen?,” he said. In the 
Dáil on Thursday the Tánaiste Leo Varadkar 
said that (Nphet) did not recommend the 
cancellation of First Communions and Con-
firmations because “they were not supposed 
to be taking place anyway”. Mr Varadkar 
rejected claims that in an “off-the-cuff” re-
mark on Tuesday he had cancelled these 
ceremonies. He said his comment was an 
“on-the-record response to a question I was 
asked at a press conference. Those are the 
facts.” As controversy continued over the 
prohibition of the religious events and 
claims the Tánaiste had been dismissive, 
Sinn Féin TD Chris Andrews said “that’s no 
way to treat people” as he called for Mr 
Varadkar to “see sense” and allow the cere-
monies to go ahead. The Tánaiste pointed 
out however that “what the CMO said yes-

terday is that Nphet did not recom-
mend the cancellation of commun-
ions and confirmations because, in 
the view of Nphet, they were not sup-
posed to be taking place anyway.” .” 
They had hoped the ceremonies could 
resume after July 5th but that was not 
possible. The public health advice 
was clear that “people who are not 
vaccinated should not gather indoors. 
“Unfortunately, that’s what commun-
ions and confirmations inevitably 
involve, people who are not vaccinat-
ed gathering indoors  gathering in-
doors and, on some occasions, having 
family gatherings and parties after-
wards and that results in clusters and 
the spread of Covid .The Tánaiste 
added that “that’s the rationale behind 
the decision but I appreciate it a a bid 
disappointment.                                                  
Recently deceased. Our sympathy,  
to the families of Josephine (Louie) 
Reynolds Geraldine villas, Garryow-
en, formerly of Crabbsland Bally-
simon and Dick Donworth 
Knockainey .May they rest in peace.                          
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