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As Christians, we must be alert to the 
signs of the times  

It was The New York Times that labelled him Dr 
Doom, in a 2008 profile that identified Nouriel 
Roubini as an unlikely hero of the great recession 
of a decade ago. In 2006 he made an address to 
the IMF in which he predicted that, among other 
things, the US economy was at risk of a housing 
bust and deep recession that would have dire 
consequences for the rest of the world. Others 
predicted it, too, but no one was as accurate as 
Roubini. People laughed at him, but of course he 
was right. He read the signs of the times correct-
ly. 

In February 2008 he wrote a paper called ‘12 
Steps To Financial Disaster’, in which he predict-
ed exactly how the crisis would unfold. “I said 
two major broker dealers are going to go bust and 
there's not going to be any major independent 
broker dealer left in the next two years. It took 
seven months for [banking giants] Bear Stearns 
and Lehman to be gone. It's not a fuzzy case of 
me saying there would be a financial crisis. I was 
very specific. You look at history, you look at 
political data, you look at models, you look at 
comparisons," Roubini says. "There were tens of 
different signals that would eventually lead to a 
tipping point. The fact that there would be a cri-
sis was totally obvious to me." Nouriel Roubini 
was able to read the signs of the times. The signs 
were obvious, but his colleagues either could 
not or did not want to read them.  

Wide Awake: today’s Gospel is about read-
ing the signs of the times. Jesus describes the end 
times, when the Messiah will come in final 
judgement, and tells his disciples to be on the 
alert for it. He uses the fig tree as an image of 
how to read the signs of the times. Unlike most 
trees in Israel which are evergreen, the fig tree is 
not. It loses its leaves in autumn and only puts 
out new ones in late spring. When people see the 
new leaves they know that summer is coming. In 
the same way, when people witness the dramatic 
events described in today’s Gospel, they will 
know the end times are close, and that Jesus is 
returning as Messiah. We need always to be on 
the alert, to be able to read the signs of the times. 
‘Sign of the times’ is a phrase associated with 
Vatican II. It was taken to mean that the church 
should listen to, and learn from, the world 
around it. In other words, it should learn to read 
the 'sign(s) of the times', and to respond to them. 

     Remembered In Mass 
 

Donoughmore 

Sat 13th Nov.  
 

7 pm Edward Grimes. Cyril 
Carney. John Hickey 
Annual Mass for De-
ceased members 

Mon. 15th  10 am  

Tue 16th  10 am No Mass 

Fri 19th  10 am 
 

Mass 

Sat  20th  
 

7 pm .Hughie Hurley 

Knockea 

Sun 14th  
 

11am 
 

Teresa Keane, Tony & 
Mary Quilty.                    
Annual Mass for De-
ceased Members  

Wed 17th   10am Dkr Comm. Assoc. 

Sun 21st Nov. 11am Anne Kirke (3rd) 
Joan Hayes Listowel 
(1st)  

Roxboro 

   

   

   

 

There are two aspects to reading the signs of the times 
– being attentive to trends, to what’s happening in the 
world around us; and, second, being always ready for 
when our own end comes, because we don’t know 
when that will be.  

What signs of the times might we need to be 
attentive to today? Perhaps there is a family member 
in distress, whom we mightn’t have noticed but need to 
be more sensitive and responsive to. How attentive are 
we to the needs of those close to us? In our church, too, 
we need to read the signs of the times. It’s something 
Pope John XXIII did. He saw the need for reform in 
the church even when most others didn’t. So he called 
Vatican II. It’s something Pope Francis is doing also. 
The 2018 Synod in Rome was his way of trying to un-
derstand the needs and perspectives of young people, 
to read the signs of the times as young people see 
them. What might the signs of the times be saying to 
our church today as vocations fall, and Mass attend-
ance plummets, and secularisation takes hold? How 
should we as the People of God respond? Nouriel Rou-
bini read the signs of the times and was ridiculed for it. 
But he was proved right. As the people of God, we 
must be always awake to what is happening around 
us and ready to take appropriate action.  
                                                                                          

List of Deceased Members Nov.20/21      
1.Patrick Brosnan, Parkroe Ballysheedy   2. Mary 
O’Dwyer, Roxboro 3. Nora O’Connell, Hillcrest Bal-
lysheedy 4. Thomas O’Grady, Ballinagarde  5. Nancy 
Godfrey, Ballinagarde  6. James Maher, Bohercoyle 7. 
Molly Keane, Carrigmartin 8. Joseph Daly, Crossagal-
la 9. Oliver Coughlan, Parkroe 10. Patricia O’Mullen, 
Rathuard 11.Patsy Brosnahan Drombanna  12. Jeffrey 
Kelly, Willow Grove, Old Cork rd 13. Tony Culhane, 
Vizes Court, St Joseph St. 14. Aine Maher, Bohercoyle 
15. Josephine (Louie) Reynolds, Geraldine Villas Gar-
ryowen, Crabslands Ballysimon 16.Michael Coffey, 
Glenview 17. James McNamara, Raheen 18. Patrick 
Byrnes, Avon Hse, Drombanna 19. Ann Costelloe, 
Rutagh Ballysheedy 20.. Alice Kirby, Raheen 21.Breda 
McManus, Roxboro.  Eternal rest grant unto them O 
Lord and let perpetual light shine on them. May their 
souls and all the souls of the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace, Amen. Ar dheis Dé go 
raibh a n-anamacha dílis 
                                                                                        
This Sunday afternoon 14 November at 3.00pm, the 
Bishops of Ireland will undertake a pilgrimage to the 
International Eucharistic and Marian Shrine in Knock-
The Covid-19 pandemic has been a particularly diffi-
cult time for those who have lost loved ones and have 

often had to cope with their grief without many 
of the usual spiritual and community supports. To 
pastorally support everyone who has suffered the 
pain of bereavement during the pandemic, and in 
the context of the month of November as the tra-
ditional time when we remember our dead, the 
Bishops of Ireland will undertake a pilgrimage to 
the International Eucharistic and Marian Shrine 
in Knock. The bishops will concelebrate Mass for 
all those who have died in our country during the 
pandemic, and for their families. At the Mass the 
bishops will also offer prayers of thanksgiving 
for all those who so selflessly sacrificed so much 
during the pandemic.  This Mass will be live-
streamed on www.knockshrine.ie and broadcast 
on the RTÉ News Now digital television channel 

and online.                                                
November list of the Holy Souls can 
be returned to either Church or parish 
office. Donoughmore. The names of 
our Deceased relatives and friends 
will be placed on the altar for all of 
November.                                             
Mass will be offered for all members 
of DKR Community Association on 
Wednesday 17th Nov at Knockea at 
10am. We remember members of 
DKR Community Association de-
ceased and those who have lost fami-
ly and friends during Covid-19. Eter-
nal rest grant unto them O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in Peace. 
 

Weekly Parish Lotto: No Winner 
€6,200 Winning No. 13,19,22,24 
Lucky dips- 1.Tara Hogan 
2.Diarmuid kelly 3.Rose Moloney 
4.Genny Clancy 5.Sarah Moloney 
6.Tony wade  Next Jackpot €6,300, 
Tues. 16th  Nov.9.30pm at the Cat’s 
Cradle   

 

http://www.knockshrine.ie
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