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The Advent Season, 
which begins our 
Church’s liturgical year, 
begins on Sunday, No-
vember 28, 2021.             
Advent encompasses the 
four Sundays and the 
weekdays leading up to 
the celebration of 

Christmas The use of the wreath and candles 
during Advent are a longstanding Catholic tradi-
tion originally adopted by Christians in the Mid-
dle Ages as part of their spiritual preparation for 
Christmas. We invite you to consider celebrating 
Advent by using or indeed making an Advent 
Wreath with family and children or grandchil-
dren, in school, in a class or at home, and lighting 
the candles each week. For safety you can also 
use LED candles and or paint and label the can-
dles. Alternatively, you might consider having 
children draw and colour in their wreath and the 
various scenes associated with each candle. Place 
your Advent Wreath on your table at home and 
use it to contemplate on the season of Advent . 
The 1st candle is often called the “Prophets Can-
dle” in remembrance of the prophets especially 
Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Jesus. 
Archbishop Eamon Martin has launched the 2021 
interactive digital Advent Calendar, which will 
go live on www.catholicbishops.ie this Sunday 
28 November, the first Sunday of Advent.      
Now in its eighth year, the unique digital Advent 
Calendar offers resources for the parish, school 
and for families which can be accessed behind a 
virtual door each day during the season of Ad-
vent.  The content is aimed at assisting people of 
all ages to pray and reflect on how best we can 
keep Christ at the centre of our Christmas prepa-
rations during this special liturgical season.  Wel-
coming this year’s Advent Calendar Archbishop 
Eamon said, “After another difficult year of liv-
ing with the Covid-19 pandemic, the season of 
Advent arrives and offers us a new beginning and 
a promise of hope for better times. The First Sun-
day of Advent is actually the Christian Church’s 
New Year’s Day.  This year  – perhaps more than 
ever –  we need ideas and inspiration to help us 
delve deeper, to find that glimmer of light, that 
note of joy, that promise of consolation. I am 
very conscious that in troubled parts of the world 
the message of Christian “peace and goodwill to 
all” needs to be heard above the noise of war, the 
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cries of the poor and the agony of the displaced and 
oppressed.  Our digital advent calendar offers ideas to 
help us spiritually prepare for our Lord’s coming at 
Christmas so that we are more aware of the suffering 
of our brothers and sisters throughout the world and of 
the things that we ourselves can easily take for grant-
ed.  Every day of our lives presents a moment for 
change and conversion and a reminder to look out for 
the presence of the suffering Christ in the sick, the 
poor and the stranger. Our digital Advent calendar is a 
helpful resource on our ‘journey’ towards Christ-
mas.  By clicking on a virtual door we are inviting peo-
ple to take just five minutes for reflection so as to find 
moments of peace and to rediscover the true meaning 
of Advent and Christmas. Since the outbreak of the 
pandemic the people of Ireland have endured testing 
times with courage, resilience, and compas-
sion.  Individuals and communities have made great 
sacrifices for the protection of life, health and for the 
common good.  Many Christians have been reaching 
out in generous service and support for their neigh-
bours, the lonely, the isolated, the sick and the be-
reaved.  Faith, love and hope – in the home and in 
church – have been a huge support during these diffi-
cult times.  As we continue, in solidarity, to progress 
together, I invite everyone to be part of #SharingHope 
this Advent season by availing of the helpful resources 
on our calendar and through sharing these with others 
on social media..                                                             
“The seasons of Advent and Christmas occur in the 
depth of winter reminding us that Christ was born to 
bring hope to a darkened world. The Covid-19 virus 
may have struck at the very heart of our outreach and 
ministry to the sick, the dying and the bereaved; but, it 
could not, and did not, and will not destroy our hope 
and our conviction that God remains especially near to 
people who suffer, and God is close to those who are 
broken-hearted. As the prophet Isaiah said “the people 
that wait in darkness have seen a great light”.  During 
Advent, let us reflect on the uplifting promise of 
Christmas, that Christ is alive and that He is our hope.” 

Our Sacristan Terry wishes to thank you for your 
very kind generosity to him in his recent church collec-
tion. We appreciate all he does for us to keep our 
Churches and grounds looking well. 
 
Knockea School Enrolement for Junior infants for 
2022 , please contact the school office. 
 
Tax back Scheme Since the Charity Rebate Scheme 

was introduced, our parish has benefited greatly from 

the generosity of those who are part of the 
scheme. It’s also an opportune time to mention 

this as the new boxes of envelopes. If you are a 
PAYE worker or self employed and donate a total 

of 250euro (which is about 5euro a week) to all 
parish collections (Sunday Collection, Priests 

dues, diocesan needs, Social service centre and 
Trocaire) over a 1 year period to the parish, then 
we are in a position to apply to Revenue (31% set 

by Revenue) for a refund of the tax already paid 
by you.  A record of your donation has to be rec-

orded to do this with a certificate form with your 
PPS number at the end of 12 months donation. 

Please be assured that your details will remain 
confidential at all times. The Parish finance com-

mittee thank you for your continuing support of 
the Parish through your weekly envelopes, direct 
debit,  loose basket, annual cheque and Priest 

Collection contributions An electron-
ic payments sys-

tem has been de-
veloped that better 

facilitates contri-
butions to the 

running of 
Churches It will facilitate parishion-
ers in making regular or one-off pay-

ments towards the upkeep of our 
churches and priests income. It can be 

accessed through the parish website 
dkrparish.ie and following the Dona-

tions link The pandemic has caused 
us to embrace electronic payments 

more and more, and many people 
attend our church services remotely. 

Weekly Parish Lotto: €1,500 Win-
ning No. 1.14,17,18  Lucky dips: 
Conor & Sean Keane 2. Sarah Molo-
ney 3.John Sheehan 4. Kathy 
O’Riordan 5. Mary Shier 6. Willie 
Hickey   Next Jackpot €1,600, Tues. 
Nov.30th  9.30pm at the Cat’s Cra-
dle .   

 

http://www.catholicbishops.ie/
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