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2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

The season of Advent 
offers a welcome coun-
terpoint to the bad 
news stories we en-
counter every day. 
Over the last decade 
we have had to deal 
with more than our fair 
share of bad news stories, economic recession, 
Covid Brexit, war in Syria and refugees. So 
many advances have been made in technology 
and medicine and in human rights in recent dec-
ades, yet the human capacity for evil seems as 
strong as ever. 

Aware of the prevalence of bad news stories, 
and the impact they have on readers, The New 
York Times newspaper decided to introduce a 
feature called The Week in Good News. This 
weekly newsletter, it explains, is meant to send 
the reader into the weekend with a smile, or at 
least a lighter heart. It includes little items of 
good news that readers otherwise might have 
missed, little stories that act as a welcome coun-
terpoint to the surfeit of bad news that fills the 
rest of the paper. We Christians are called to take 
our lead from The Week in Good News, except 
that our good news is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Look at the beginning of today’s second reading 
from St Paul’s letter to the Philippians: “Every 
time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remem-
bering how you have helped to spread the Good 
News from the day you first heard it right up to 
the present” (Ph 1:4). The Philippians heard the 
good news of Jesus Christ and they spread it. 
They proclaimed it; they witnessed to it.  

Like the early Christians in Philippi, we are 
also Good News people. The reason we gather in 
church every week is because we believe the 
message of the Gospel to be true. We believe the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. We 
believe that no matter what bad news is out there, 
no matter how painful the human condition, no 
matter what difficulties or setbacks we have to 
deal with, God is with us, as he promised. All our 
hope has been fulfilled in Jesus. This is extraordi-
nary good news when you think about it; the 
good news we celebrate every Advent season, the 
good news we are called to announce every day. 
God loves us; God is one with us, God cares for 
God’s people. No better gift could we share in 
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these troubled times than the joy and comfort we find 
in the good news of Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
The 2021 interactive digital Advent Calendar, can 
be got on www.catholicbishops.ie . It’s a helpful re-

source on our ‘journey’ towards Christmas.  By click-
ing on a virtual door we are inviting people to take just 

five minutes for reflection so as to find moments of 
peace and to rediscover the true meaning of Advent 
and Christmas 

Lay Pastoral Ministry Programme  A final infor-

mation session will be held on Zoom on December 
8th at 7pm to explain the Lay Pastoral Minis-

try programme run by the Diocese with the Certificate 
element awarded by Mary Immaculate College. Cur-

rently we have 22 doing the course and they are thor-
oughly enjoying it. It equips lay people to take on vari-
ous ministries and leadership roles within the Diocese. 

The programme is shaped in such a way as to be com-
patible with the lives of busy people and is suitable for 

anyone interested to pursue it. You are warmly invited 
to join the Zoom information session and find out 

more. Bishop Leahy is keen for many lay people to be 
involved as it will be important for the Diocese as it 
moves forward in new directions. To register to receive 

the Zoom link go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/LayPastoralMinistry Thanks, + Brendan  

 
A small army of elves has de-
scended on homes all over Ireland 
this week as the cheeky little chap 
takes his place at the centre of the 
Christmas countdown. Elf on the 
Shelf has taken the world by 
storm with millions of families 
"adopting" an elf from the North 
Pole during the month of Decem-
ber. For many families of small 
children, the elf who arrives on 

December 1 and stays until Christmas Eve is now near-
ly as big a part of the festive fun as Santa himself. The 
naughty Elf is sent as a "scout" by Santa to check if 
children are being naughty or nice. . With 24 nights to 
host the Elf (who returns to the North Pole on Christ-
mas Eve), the pressure to create new antics for little 
ones to see each morning can take its toll The elf can't 
be touched by anyone in the house and - just to add to 
the fun - gets up to mischief when everyone is asleep at 
night. t's been a remarkable and swift trajectory to 

global domination for the Elf. He began as a 
character in a children's book in the US in 2005 
and moved across to the UK in recent years. The 
Elf on the Shelf was written in 2004 by stay at 
home mum Carol Aebersold and her grown twin 
daughters Chanda Bell and Christa Pitts. It was a 
childhood family tradition for Aebersold growing 
up in Georgia in the Seventies that the family had 
an elf called Fisbee who reported to Santa. When 
she was raising her own girls she told them the 
elf would magically fly around at night and must-
n't be touched or it would lose its magic When 
they decided to turn it into a book in 2004 their 
manuscript was rejected a number of times and 

they finally self-published it. It went 
on to win a number of awards and the 
magic of elf gripped the US and soon 
moved across the pond to the UK. 
Replicas of the original Elf, which 
comes with the story book, have 
popped up everywhere from leading 
department stores to your local corner 
shop and as the idea catches on, sav-
vy retailers are cashing in this  
year with accessories, including a 
range of Elf clothing. Indeed, you can 
even buy a bed for your Elf. Natural-
ly, many parents see it as a way of 
introducing some extra magic to the 
festivities for the little ones, but there 
are others who view it as simply one 
more pressure - and an extra cost - 
during what is already a stressful pe-
riod. 

Weekly Parish Lotto: €1,600 Win-
ning No.6,24,27,28. Lucky dips: 
1.Rose Moloney 2. Geraldine Hayes 
3. April Tracy 4. Mgt Ryan 5. Patrick 
Greaney 6. Kathy o’Riordan  Next 
Jackpot €1,700, Tues. 9.30pm at the 
Four Elms.   
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