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3rd Sunday Ad-
vent The good news of 
Advent is a necessary 
antidote to the fake 
news we hear so much 
about today.  
It popped up on Face-

book before the 2016 US presidential election. A 
sensational story on its news feed claimed that 
Pope Francis had endorsed Donald Trump for 
president. To the casual user scrolling through 
Facebook, the story looked legitimate. But keen 
observers of the election campaign as well as 
clued-in Catholics knew that it had to be wrong. 
Popes don’t publicly interfere in election cam-
paigns. Popes don’t endorse specific candidates. 
It would have been a huge break with tradition, 
and something Pope Francis simply would not 
do. 

And yet there it was on Facebook. The way 
the story was written and presented made it look 
real. It could have been posted by a reporter for 
The New York Times or Washington Post or 
Associated Press. But the story hadn’t come from 
any of these respected news organisations or 
from any of the mainstream media. It was an 
invented story, made up by Russian trolls to in-
fluence the outcome of the election. It was part of 
an orchestrated campaign to encourage Catholics 
in swing states to support the Republican candi-
date. It was part of an avalanche of false news 
stories posted on Facebook and Twitter and other 
social media platforms to confuse American vot-
ers and to aid their preferred candidate and party. 
It was part of what came to be known as ‘fake 
news’.  

Fake news did its job. The story about Pope 
Francis stood out because it was so blatantly 
false, yet even if one person in a thousand in a 
few key states changed their vote because of it, 
that would have been enough to sway the elec-
tion.  

Fake news is deliberate disinformation de-
signed to deceive. It is lies and distortion of the 
kind used by Hitler and Goebbels, a strategy 
straight out of George Orwell’s dystopian novel, 
1984.  

After the election, Facebook and Twitter 
admitted that their platforms had been used to 
spread false news not only during the US presi-
dential campaign but also during the referendum 
on Brexit and other election campaigns as well. 
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Donoughmore 

Sat 11th  
 

7 pm Billy Higgins. Cyril & 
Nelly Fitzgerald. Ger-
ald & Edward Fitzger-
ald Noreen Carey 

Mon. 6th  10 am  

Tues 10 am No Mass 

Fri 10th  10 am  

Sat 18th  
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McNamara & Hughie 
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Sun 12th  11am Breda & Frank Fitzger-
ald. Patrick Brosnan 
(1st)  

Wed 15th   10am Stella O’Reilly 

Sun 19th  11am Ciara Ryan. Paddy & 
Mary O’Dwyer 

Roxboro 

   

   

   

 

Social media had been systematically corrupted by lies 
and misinformation.  

‘Fake news’ is a term Donald Trump uses fre-
quently. In fact, he claims to have invented the expres-
sion. Like any politician, he wants only positive news 
coverage for himself and critical coverage of his adver-
saries. But he describes any reporting he doesn’t like as 
“fake news” and bashes the media as the "enemy of the 
people” when they report true stories that do not suit 
him. The result is that people end up not sure what is 
fact and what is fiction.  

The Truth of This Season: What is truth?” Pilate 
asked during the trial of Jesus. It’s a question that has 
even greater urgency in the multi-media world of today 
when it can be difficult for us to know what is true and 
what is false. It is a question worth reflecting upon 
especially in this season of Advent. Advent is the sea-
son of watchful waiting for the Lord’s coming, the 
season of being attentive to God’s presence. We are 
not to be misled by false gods or false promises. We 
are not to be misled by a misplaced emphasis on mate-
rial things or on ‘Black Friday’ or the commercialisa-
tion of Christmas. We are not to lose sight of the truth 
of this season – that the God who came among us to 
save us is with us now and will come again at the end 
of time to bring us to the fullness of life.  

The truth of this season is that God has not forgot-
ten God’s people. God is one with us; God will never 
abandon us. Even when church and state let us down, 
even when we’re not sure what news to believe any 
more, we can be certain of God’s love of and presence 
with us at all times. This Good News we celebrate dur-
ing Advent is not fake news. It is real news, the truth in 
the news is the truth that sets us free.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr.Chris O’Donnell has put together a four-night 
Christmas retreat – ‘Time to Reflect’.  We are delight-

ed to have Dr Jessie Rogers, Sr Betty Baker, Sr Helen 
Culhane and Sharon Collopy each leading a reflec-
tion.  Each event will run online on Tuesday 14th, 

Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th and Friday 16th 
of December.  Each session will begin at 8pm 

and finish by 8:45pm.  You will find all the de-
tails on the attached poster.  Registration for the 

programme is necessary so you can be sent the 

Zoom link, you can register at: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/Christmas_Reflections     
Maynooth College annual carol service to go 

ahead on 15 December  “Join us online and en-
joy our talented choirs for this beautiful and mov-

ing celebration of the eternal message of Christ-
mas” – Rev Prof Michael Mullaney  On Wednes-

day three Maynooth College and University 
choirs will gather in the historic College Chapel 

of Saint Patrick’s College, Maynooth, . It will be 

livestreamed on Wednesday 15 De-
cember at7:30pm.  The online link 

webs: www.maynoothcollege.ie.      
Christmas Mass Bouquets are avail-

able in our churches /church office if 
you need some                                 

As we plan for Christmas, we are 
happy to announce that we hope to 
celebrate Christmas as normal as pos-

sible Christmas Eve Donoughmore 
6.30pm  Knockea 8pm Christmas 

Day Donoughmore 10am                                                                                                                             
Knockea 11am  No evening Mass                                                                                    

Weekly Church envelopes for 2022 

and calendars will be distributed 

shortly Your generosity and kindness 
is very much appreciated. Weekly 

envelopes, Christmas Dues and Of-
fertory Collection contributions can 

be given in using the collection boxes 
available at Mass.  They can also be 
dropped into the letter box at the Par-

ish Office (Church House) adjacent to 
Donoughmore church  Many thanks                        

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Christmas_Reflections
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Christmas_Reflections
http://www.maynoothcollege.ie/
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