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Baptism of the Lord, Jan 9 
Through the sacrament of bap-
tism, Christ calls us after him-
self 
Few of us get to choose our name. 
It is a gift or burden bequeathed 
to us by our parents. Even if 
we’re not enamoured of it, most 
of us accept the name we have 

been given. It’s who we are, a core part of our 
identity. People know us and call us by our name. 
In almost all countries parents are required to 
register a child's birth and record the child's 
name. In this way, the child's name becomes part 
of the public record. The name on the birth certif-
icate becomes a ticket or passport to some of the 
essential services society offers its members.  

Your name becomes the representation of 
who you are, who you are to your family, to your 
friends, to your children, to your colleagues in 
the office or the receptionist at the hotel. Your 
name establishes the beginning of a reputation, 
and the whole of that reputation is recalled by the 
thought or speaking of your name. To be called 
by name is something uniquely personal.  

Names have an aspect of the sacred about 
them. The ancient people of Israel considered 
God’s name so hallowed they dared not speak or 
even write God’s name. In the Bible, God chose 
new names for favoured ones. Abram became 
Abraham, Simon became Peter, Saul became 
Paul. The new name signalled a new identity, a 
new calling. A rebirth.  

It happened in religious life too. Upon tak-
ing the habit, a novice monk or nun would be 
given a new name, typically of a saint, a name 
they would henceforth be called by, a name sig-
nalling a new life, a new birth. We all remember 
nuns called Peter or Alphonsus or Michael.  

While some names are assigned in an al-
most desultory manner, influenced by the current 
major celebrity, most parents approach the task 
with focused intent. They draw up lists; they de-
bate, they consider, they consult. There are multi-
ple websites that offer advice on baby names, 
while newspapers like to publish a list of the 
most popular baby names of the previous year. 
The tradition in Ireland had been to name a child 
after a parent or grandparent or saint. The coun-
try was crammed with Pats, Michaels, Bridgets 
and Marys. Today a child is more likely to be 
named after a personality or sports star. People 
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follow trends and, sadly, it’s no different when it 
comes to assigning nicknames.  

Not all are content to live with their birth names. 
An unfortunate nickname may have led to embarrass-
ment or bullying in school or didn’t seem to fit the 
individual’s personality, and so some use their middle 
name or a pet name, or even change their name by 
deed poll. After his conversion to Islam, Cassius Clay 
changed his name to Muhammad Ali. He was making a 
very public statement: he was a new man; he had a 
new identity as a Muslim. He saw himself differently. 
Others would have to see and address him differently 
too.  

A New Family 
Something similar happens in the sacrament of 

baptism. The candidate is given a name. The celebrant 
turns to the parents or sponsors and solemnly asks: 
“What name do you give your child?” But this is not 
just a naming ceremony. Through baptism, the newly 
baptised becomes part of a new, larger family, the fam-
ily of church. Baptised in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, the child becomes a son 
or daughter of God the Father, a co-heir of heaven 
through Christ the Son, and a sharer in the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. God calls her to a new life, a life of holi-
ness. She is born again, a new person. Baptism repre-
sents a deliberate act of identification with the person 
of Jesus Christ and his church.  

Think of what happened when you were present-
ed for baptism. You were called by name. You were 
baptised in the name of the Lord. The Lord claimed 
ownership of you. You are marked as a Christian. That 
is your identity. That is how we are asked to identify 
ourselves every single day.  

 
In 2021 we celebrated 47 baptism’s in our parish. For 
most family history researchers, parish registers pro-
vide the earliest direct source of information. In Ireland 
birth records date from 1864 when the Irish Civil Reg-
istration system was introduced, until this time a 
child’s arrival was recorded only by baptism into the 
respective denomination of the family but unfortunate-
ly some of this information was not always written 
down. There is only a small proportion of Roman 
Catholic baptism, marriage and burial registers that 
survive from before the 1820’s because of restrictions 
placed on Irish Catholic’s from 1550 until the Emanci-
pation act of 1829, by this time Penal laws were also 
lifted so proper record keeping was difficult and poten-
tially dangerous for priests and their congregations but 
some parishes managed to keep their records intact i.e 
St. Mary’s Parish in Limerick 1745. Our own parish 
baptismal records date from 1829. 

Our prayers & Sympathy to the families of  
Frankie Flynn & Helen Costelloe, recently de-
ceased. May they rest in peace.  
Feast of St. Ita: Friday 15th Jan  Kileedy Par-
ish in West Limerick is named after St Ita - one 
of the patron saints of our diocese St. Ita, is re-
garded as one of Ireland’s most remarkable 
saints. She set up a monastery in Killeedy in the 
early sixth century. In fact, the name Killeedy 
means Cill Íde – the cell or church of Ita..  
venerated through the centuries and her memory 

amongst the people of Killeedy and further afield 
has always remained constant. 

Many thanks to all for making our churches 
special for Christmas  and for your generosity to 

the running of the Parish during the 
past year. The new envelope boxes 
have been given out for 2022 and if 
you wish to be on our list please list 
us know, or to Donate Online, go to 
our Website and follow the directions 
Parish calendars for 2022 are availa-
ble in our Churches, Collection con-
tributions can be given in the collec-
tion boxes available at the door at 
mass. They can also be dropped into 
the letter box at the Parish Office 
(Church House) adjacent to Do-
noughmore church  Thank you for 
your continued generosity                            
                     
Weekly Lotto €2,100 winning 
No.2,6,14,16.. No winner. lucky dip 
1.Helen Grimes 2.Nuala Fitzgerald 3. 
Eoin & Mairead Keary 4. Tony Ed-
wards 5. Pat O’Neill Snr 6. Sadie 
Keane   Next Jackpot €2,200 Draw 
Tues.11th Jan  8.30pm at the Court-
house, Ballyneety. Thank you. 
                                   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


