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Jan 16   We are called to heed Mary’s 
word of advice 

A Redemptorist priest writes, “I come from a 
family of strong women. My maternal grand-
mother lived with us when I was growing up, and 
she had a tremendous influence on me. She had 
strong traditional values and always stressed the 
importance of family. She led the family prayers 
and encouraged us to pray every day. She had a 
deep store of wisdom, which she sought to pass 
on to us, and a natural ability as a storyteller. Her 
diaries provide a wonderful insight into the Ire-
land of yesteryear. My grandmother taught me so 
much right up until she died the day after my 
17th birthday.  

Granny went to God many years ago, but 
her daughter – my mother – is very similar. 
Though now herself in deep old age, she is the 
heartbeat of our family. I am astonished by her 
selfless - ness, how time and again she has spent 
herself for others. I marvel at her wisdom and 
common sense. I am struck by her ability to grow 
and change, how her views and outlook have 
developed and matured over the years. I am im-
pressed by her unwavering, though not uncritical, 
faith. I am awed by her capacity to forgive, to 
overcome even the deepest disappointments, by 
how she holds our family together through the 
bad times and the good. She is a strong woman, 
just like her mother before her.” 

The story of the wedding at Cana, which is 
told in today’s Gospel, has many levels of mean-
ing. It’s about the abundance of God’s gifts, 
God’s extraordinary generosity. The water jars 
ended up brimming over with as much as 800 
litres of wine (more than would be needed even 
at the most rumbustious Irish hen party!).  

It’s about transformation, being made new. 
The water is changed into wine. Our challenge 
also is to be made new.  

It’s about Jesus being revealed for who he 
really is – the Son of God, the Messiah, the 
prophet who can work wonderful signs.  

And it’s about a strong woman who offers 
advice to the followers of Jesus about how they 
should live if they are to be saved.  

That strong woman is Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. She knows the wine is running out, she can 
see that the wedding reception is heading for 
disaster for the bride and groom, and she decides 
to take action. She knows what to do. And even 
though Jesus protests that now is not the time, 
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that he is not yet ready, she refuses to take ‘no’ for an 
answer. She instructs the stewards, “Do whatever he 
tells you.” And, like a good son, Jesus obeys his moth-
er. He tells the stewards what to do – and the results 
are astonishing. The new wine is so good, the guests 
wonder why it wasn’t served first.  

Words of Instruction 
“Do whatever he tells you “Is what Mary orders 

the stewards at the wedding. It’s the command she 
gives us too: “Do whatever he tells you.” In other 
words, listen to Jesus, heed his word, follow his exam-
ple. Do whatever he tells us, and our lives will be 
transformed. Do it, and we will live.  

What is Jesus asking of us this new year? Per-
haps to take our lead from Mary and never to hesitate 
to turn to Jesus when we are in need. Perhaps to reach 
out in solidarity and love to those in material or finan-
cial difficulty, those who have no food, no wine. Per-
haps he is asking us to look at our values and attitudes 
to see if they are in line with the Gospel. How might 
we need to be transformed, made new, in 2022? Per-
haps it means never hesitating to offer a gentle word of 
support or comfort to someone in distress. Perhaps it 
means having the courage, like Mary, to speak out 
when we know something is wrong, whenever we en-
counter injustice.  

“Do whatever he tells you.” That’s how that 
strong woman Mary lived. She lived by God’s word. 
She spoke God’s word. We are called to speak and live 
God’s word, too.  

Feast of St. Ita today Sat. 15th Jan  Kileedy Parish in 
West Limerick is named after St Ita - one of the patron 
saints of our diocese St. Ita, is regarded as one of Ire-
land’s most remarkable saints. She set up a monastery 
in Killeedy in the early sixth century. In fact, the name 
Killeedy means Cill Íde – the cell or church of Ita..  
venerated through the centuries and her memory 
amongst the people of Killeedy and further afield has 

always remained constant. 

It is truly beyond words. the shocking murder of 
Ashling Murphy in Tullamore on Wed. afternoon.  We 
continuously hear of tragic and shocking stories. They 
register with us but don't really impact on us because 
they are elsewhere. But Ashling's death has shattered 
that. We have been bowled over wondering how could 
such a tragedy happen? How could such a beautiful 
talented young woman's life end so tragically? . How 
could a young teacher out for a quick run in beautiful 
sunshine end up with her life brutally taken from her 
Many women have shared their fear and anxiety of 
being out and about alone. They have honestly shared 
about not feeling safe. Everyone has a right to be safe 

and feel safe. Has this been robbed from us forev-
er? Conversations have started with great mo-
mentum on how women need to be treated so 
much better, with respect and with love. So many 
men are also totally horrified and shocked by 
what has happened to Ashling. We need to stand 
up so much more and call out on misogyny and 
violence against women. We can't give up. The 
right to be safe and feel safe will always be a 
priority. It has to be. But right now the most im-
portant priority is to remember Ashling with love. 
We pray for her heartbroken family, her Mum 
and Dad, Kathleen and Raymond, her brother 
Cathal, her sister Amy and all her extended fami-
ly. May God give them comfort and strength to 

cope with this terrible ordeal. May 
Ashling's gentle and beautiful soul 

rest in peace.                                     
The Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity will begin on Tuesday next, 18 
January, and last until 25 January. 
The theme this year is “We saw the 
star in the East, and we come to 
worship him” (Mt 2:2). The 
resources for this year were compiled 
in Lebanon and reflect the civil 
conflict and experiences of the people 
there; a yearning for a light leading to 
the Saviour who overcomes darkness. 
Resources for Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 2022 
(ctbi.org.uk).An ecumenical ceremo-
ny will be relayed via web camera 
from St. Mary’s Cathedral at 6 pm on 

Tuesday 18th.              
                                                     
Weekly Lotto €2,200 winning 
No.4,5,12,23. No winner. lucky dip 
1.Tim Hurley 2.Pat & Esther Hayes 
3.Pat O’Brien 4.David O’Neill 
5.Martin McDonagh 6.Niall Sha-
nahan   Next Jackpot €2,300 Draw 
Tues.18th Jan  8.30pm at the Court-
house, Ballyneety. Thank you. 
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