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Reversing the Oppressive Order of the World 
is Part of the Work of the Gospel. Feb 13 

On July 11, 1985 – Rudy Romano was reported 
missing. Rudy was a Redemptorist priest based 
in the city of Cebu, Philippines. He had left the 
monastery on his motorbike that day and had 
never returned. Ominously, his bike had been 
found on a street downtown, and locals described 
how he had been surrounded by what looked like 
military vehicles. They bundled him into a truck 
and drove away. Nobody knew where they had 
taken him.  

Immediately, the Redemptorists began a 
campaign to find Rudy. Search parties were sent 
out, demonstrations were held, posters were dis-
tributed, local and national media were contact-
ed. An appeal was made to President Ferdinand 
Marcos to intervene, while pressure was piled on 
him from Ireland and the Vatican and around the 
world. But Rudy was never found. More than 30 
years later, Rudy has not been found. It became 
clear early on that he had been murdered by the 
military; they had bumped him off and made him 
a martyr. The reason Rudy was killed was be-
cause of his work for justice. He was an out-
spoken critic of the corrupt and repressive Mar-
cos regime and its cronies, and so they decided to 
get rid of him. They wanted him silenced. Rudy 
heard the cry of the poor, he stood on the side of 
those without a voice, he spoke out on their be-
half, and the authorities could not tolerate it. He 
was a nuisance, and so they had to shut him up. 
They silenced him for good. In speaking out on 
behalf of the poor, Rudy Romano was living the 
Beatitudes. Reversal of Fortune One of the best-
known passages in the Gospel is the Sermon on 
the Mount. It is the first great sermon in Mat-
thew’s account of the life of Jesus. Luke does not 
have a ‘Sermon on the Mount’. Instead, he has 
what is called ‘The Sermon on the Plain’. While 
shorter than Matthew’s version, it contains much 
of the same material.  

But a big difference between the two ver-
sions is that Luke adds a series of ‘woe-sayings’. 
“Woe to you (or alas for you) who are rich… 
who have your fill… who laugh now…” In using 
these woe sayings, Luke is going back to the 
prophets of the Old Testament. The prophets 
often condemned the people to whom they 
preached by using woe sayings. Just as the Beati-
tude sayings are using a different standard to 
judge people as fortunate, the woe sayings use a 
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different standard to measure misfortune. One might 
expect the rich, those who have enough to eat, those 
who enjoy good times, those the world considers to be 
fortunate, to be the happy, lucky ones. But that’s not 
how Luke sees it. In drawing this sharp contrast, Luke 
is pointing to Mary’s Song of Praise, the Magnificat 
(Lk 1:46-55). The mother of Jesus praises God for 
overturning the social and political order of the world – 
toppling the thrones of the powerful and lifting up the 
people at the bottom of the heap, filling the hungry 
with good things, sending the rich away empty.  

For Luke, reversing the oppressive order of the 
world is part of the work of the Messiah. Reversing the 
oppressive order of the world is part of the work of the 
Gospel. Despite the progress that has been made in 
recent decades, much remains to be done to create a 
just world. Lots of people remain hungry, the poor still 
weep bitterly, those who fight for justice are opposed 
and imprisoned. Is it all a pipe dream? Or is it a chal-
lenge to rethink the values we live by? We may not 
have to risk our lives, as Rudy Romano did, for the 
sake of the Gospel. But we are called to be a voice of 
justice and of truth in our time and place. We are called 
to speak with courage. 

Bishop Leahy- a few queries around the 
lifting of restrictions and what that means for church-
es. the continuation of the following protective 
measures is recommended to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of the vulnerable or anxious members of the 
congregation: 

·       The wearing of face coverings inside Church 
buildings; 
·       Good sanitising and cleaning arrangements; 
·       Suspension of a handshake as the Sign of 
Peace; 
·       Holy Communion to be received in the hand; 
·       Holy water not yet restored to fonts for com-
munal use at the entrances to Church buildings. 
While we are all encouraged by the lifting of the 
restrictions imposed during the pandemic, we still 
need to continue to take care to provide appropri-
ate protection and reassurance to all involved in 
Church activities. With thanks for your own com-
mitment in all of this.  

Sacramental Webinars for Parents The Diocese will 
hold two Sacramental webinars for parents of children 
who intend receiving the sacraments of Confirmation 
& First Communion/ First Reconciliation in 2022 Con-
firmation webinar (7-8pm with Trish Kieran) Thursday 
March 10th. First Communion (6.45 –7-45pm with 
Dan O’Connell Thursday March 5th . This information 
has been communicated to all primary schools in the 
Diocese who have been asked to circulate to parents.  

Limerick Diocesan Lourdes Unfortunately, I 
must inform you that following a recommenda-

tion from the UIPL (United Irish Pilgrimages 
Lourdes) and from the advice of our Medical 

Team the Limerick Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes will not take place in 2022. I sincerely 

hope and pray that we can resume our annual 
pilgrimage in June 2023Our ‘Lourdes Family’ 
has collectively gained considerable knowledge 

and experience from running successful pilgrim-
ages over a great number of years. Between now 

and our next pilgrimage, I would like us to use 
that knowledge and experience to reflect on our 

current practices and to explore what possible 
changes we may need or wish to make. We can 

then ensure that any changes we might choose to 
make will enhance our Lourdes Pilgrimage expe-
rience for all. Can I ask that, over the next three 

weeks, either personally or with some fellow 

volunteers, that you reflect on our 
practices and make suggestions on 

ones that should continue or ones that 
may need to change. I would greatly 

appreciate if, by Monday February 
28th, you might email or post me 

your responses Your sincerely, Fr. 
Frank O’Dea, Pilgrimage Director. 
Email:lourdesdirector@limerickdioce

se.org, Address: Parochial House, 
The Square, Dromcollogher, Co. 

Limerick.                                                
Recently deceased Our Prayers/

sympathy to the families of Reenie 
England (Borris-in-Ossory) sister to 

Esther Walsh, Knockea. Donal Far-
relly (brother to Marian Sheahan) 
Clondalkin Dublin, Joan Greensmyth 

Margaret Goodwin, Ballyneety & 
Clareview,  May they rest in Peace                                                                               

Weekly Lotto €2,600 winning No.8, 

16,21,22No winner. lucky dip. 1. 
Margaret Ryan 2 Ed & Josephine 

Stanley 3 John casey 4 Fionnuala 
Wallace 6 Brid lang Next Jackpot 

€2,700 Draw Tues.15th Feb 9.30pm 
at the Cat’s Cradle Thank you. 

 



                                   


