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Blessing of Sinfulness. Feb 27 
Occasionally, we hear of a person, invariably a 
man, who has lost everything, his marriage, his 
family, his job, his money even his health and 
sometimes his misfortunes included a prison sen-
tence. It could all result from an addiction of one 
kind or another. Like the phoenix rising from the 
ashes, these people rise and disentangle and ex-
tricate themselves from their afflictions.  

In religious language, we say it and sing it 
in that famous hymn, Amazing Grace. Amazing 
grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch 
like me! I once was lost, but now am found; was 
blind, but now I see. 

How do we find redemption? How do we 
save our souls, SOS? Before we send out an SOS 
call, we need to see that we are in dire need of 
help, and we need somebody beyond ourselves to 
provide that help.  

There are very few of us that will put up 
our hand and say that we are ‘wretched’ as the 
hymn says. Like St Paul, we might confess to 
having a “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor 12:7), a 
weakness that we cannot shake off. It’s a flaw 
that we cannot shake off. That is our human na-
ture. It is a flawed human nature. We don’t have 
to look too far to see what that flawed nature can 
succumb to.  

A major part of that flawed nature is our 
blindness. Over the past two decades we have 
seen our blindness in the economic arena. We 
couldn’t see the financial crash coming. How 
slow are people to respond to the perennial dam-
age we are doing to our world and not responding 
sufficiently! As the hymn says, ‘I was blind, but 
now I see’. What does it take for us to see the 
writing on the wall? 

In the two opening paragraphs, are the 
blessings of sinfulness. Those men saw the error 
of their ways. That is a blessing. The scales of 
blindness are removed. Opening one’s eyes, re-
newing one’s mind, moving from a vision of life 
where selflessness overrides self-interest.  

The second blessing is being able to rise 
out of the depths of darkness to a new life. That 
is freedom, Christian freedom. I’m no longer a 
prisoner to my old ways of living. Outside help is 
required for that transformation. 

For all sinners, I find it reassuring to recall 
and remember that first Christmas, and I see the 
infant baby Jesus in the cradle at a stable. It is 
God’s way of saying, I love you, even though the 
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world was unworthy of him. But it’s more than a mes-
sage. It’s God taking on our human flesh and wanting 
to live among us. That message and act of love is the 
theme running throughout the life of Jesus. 

The singer, Charlie Landsborough, captures the 
friendship element of Jesus in his song: He's my forev-
er friend, my leave-me-never friend, from darkest night 
to rainbow's end, he's my forever friend. Even when I 
turn away, he cares for me. His love no one can shake. 
Even as I walk away, he's by my side with every breath 
I take. And sometimes I forget Him, my halo fails to 
shine. Sometimes I'm not His friend, but He is always 
mine. 
 
Ash Wednesday 2nd march Mass Knockea 10am. If 
you wish to collect the blessed ashes they will be avail-
able in both churches . Trocaire 
Boxes are also in our churches, on 
Sunday March 13th Sharon Col-
lopy will say a few words on       
Trocaire at the 11am Mass  Pope 
Francis based his Message for Lent 
2022 on a passage from St Paul’s 
Letter to the Galatians, “Let us not 
grow tired of doing good, for in due 
time we shall reap our harvest, if we 
do not give up. So then, while we 
have the opportunity, let us do good to all” (6:9-10). 
God’s co-workers Beginning with the image of sowing 
and reaping, the Holy Father points out that “Lent in-
vites us to conversion, to a change in mindset, so that 
life’s truth and beauty may be found not so much in 
possessing as in giving, not so much in accumulating 
as in sowing and sharing goodness.” God, he explains, 
is the first to sow, sowing “abundant seeds of goodness 
in our human family.” During the period of Lent, “we 
are called to respond to God’s gift” by listening to His 
Word, so that it might “bear fruit in our lives.” In this 
way, we become “God’s co-workers,” which is a grace 
of sharing in God’s own “bountiful goodness.” 
Reaping the harvest This, in turn, leads to a harvest. 
When we sow seeds of goodness and kindness, “no 
matter how small,” in our own lives, we radiate light 
and carry “the fragrance of Christ to the world.” Re-
calling the Gospel proverb, “one sows, while another 
reaps,” Pope Francis reminds us that “we see only a 
small portion of the fruits we sow.” The Pope explains 
that “sowing goodness for the benefit of others frees us 
from narrow self-interest, infuses us our actions with 
gratuitousness, and makes us part of the magnificent 
horizon of God’s benevolent plan.” Prayer, fasting, and 
charitable giving The Holy Father goes on to connect 
Paul’s words to the Galatians to the traditional Lenten 

practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. “Let 
us not grow tired of praying,” he says, realizing 
that we need God and others. “Let us not grow 
tired of uprooting evil from our lives,” embracing 
fasting in order “to fortify our spirit for the battle 
against sin,” especially through the sacrament of 
Confession and by fighting against concupis-
cence. “Let us not grow tired of doing good in 
active charity towards our neighbour,” giving 
joyfully and generously to others, especially 
those in most need. 
Pope Francis says that each year during Lent “we 
are reminded that ‘goodness, together with love, 
justice, and solidarity, are not achieved once and 
for all; they have to be realized each day.’” 
Do not grow tired of doing good 
He concludes his message by reminding us that 
“the soil is prepared by fasting, watered by pray-
er, and enriched by charity.” He invites us, once 
again, not to grow tired of doing good, and calls 

us to “believe firmly that ‘if we do 
not give up, we shall reap our harvest 
in due time,’ and that, with the gift of 
perseverance, we shall obtain what 
was promised, for our salvation and 
the salvation of others.” 
 
Pastoral Council meeting this Mon-
day eve 7.30pm , Church House                 
 
Wedding Congrats to Laura Hurley 
and James Casey married in Knockea 
on Thursday last. 
 
Recent death Our sympathy to Bish-
op Donal Murray on the passing of 
his brother Paddy, Harolds Cross, 
Dublin funeral , this Sat. 26th Feb. 
12.30pm Church of St Paul of the 
Cross Mt. Argus Dublin.  
 
Weekly Lotto €2,800 winning 

No.4,9,12,26 No winner. lucky dip. 1 
Catherine Rowan 2.Liam Hickey 

3.KathleenToomey 4.Dalach Carey 
5.Sally Garry 6.Diarmuid Sheehan 

Next Jackpot €2,900 Draw Tues.1st 
March 9.30pm at the Cat’s Cradle 
Thank you. 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/20211111-messaggio-quaresima2022.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/20211111-messaggio-quaresima2022.html


 


