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 His Crucifix Ex-
udes Love. April 

3 
Michelangelo wrote 
the following poem 
at the age of 78 
years, ten years 
before he died. 
 
The voyage of my 
life at last has 
reached, 
across a stormy 

sea, in a fragile boat, 
the same port all must pass through, to 
give 
an accounting for every evil and pious 
deed. 
 
So now I recognise how loaded with error 
were my well-intentioned ideas  
that made art an idol and a god to me,  
like the worldly desires men pursue  
despite what is in their best interests.  
 
What will become of all my thoughts of 
love, 
once jolly and foolish, now that I'm near-
ing two deaths?  
I'm certain of one, and the other looms 
over me.  
 
Neither painting nor sculpture will be able 
any longer 
to calm my soul that is now turned toward 
that divine love 
that opened his arms on the cross to 
take us in. 
 
This poem has an image of human life as a 
storm-tossed boat seeking to take Michel-
angelo to port. The same port we all must 
pass through refers to death, the final 
harbour shared by all souls and then it is 
followed by divine judgment.  

Michelangelo makes a personal 
confession when he says, ‘it was my own 
lack of understanding, my own fanciful 
ideas – however well-intentioned and 
heartfelt – that made me exalt art; all 
men pursue some worldly desires, some 
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are either sinful while others are distracting 
them away from finding God’. When it comes to 
his artwork, Michelangelo was arrogant about it 
until the end.  

The two deaths refer firstly to the 
death of the body, which is certain, and the 
second is the death of the soul which could be 
damnation.  

After some daunting and fear filled 
verses, Michelangelo concludes with an explo-
sive and hope filled verse, the final verse of his 
poem. This verse says it all, sums up that the 
totality of life is calling us to: ‘my soul is now 
turned toward that divine love that opened his 
arms on the cross to take us in’.  

Take us in where? Take us into his 
heart, into his love, into his companionship, into 
his home, ultimately, Jesus wants to take us 
into his life and share in his life. We see this 
demonstrated very graphically in the story of 
the Prodigal Son: ‘while the son was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him 
and kissed him’ (Lk 15:20). 

Michelangelo believes he and all of us 
will be offered a heavenly embrace. In the 
thoughts of his own mind, Michelangelo sees 
himself and each of us welcomed into Christ’s 
arms at life’s end. But that embrace is also be-
ing offered to us right NOW, here TODAY. 
Michelangelo is saying that too. Look and see 
the outstretched arms of the crucified Christ 
calling out to YOU with love. 
 
Ukraine Church Collection  Thanks for your gener-

ous support last weekend, a little over €900 has come 
in please take an envelope at the Church if you wish to 

support, drop it to us at another time at the parish of-
fice, church house  Donoughmore   Many thanks                                                                                                                     

Synodal Journey   “In relation to the Synodal process 
begun by Pope Francis, please note that the Limerick 
Diocesan website Synod section is now active. The 
website link is https://www.limerickdiocese.org/synod-
2021-2023/. The Synod section offers space for anyone 
wanting to submit feedback. We warmly welcomes all 
thoughts and opinions, all are valued 
 
First Confession Congrats to the First communion 
boys and girls of Scoil Spioraid Naoimh who celebrat-
ed this occasion last week and this coming week we 

have the children of Donoughmore on Tuesday 
and Knockea on Thursday. Well done  
                                                              

TLC.Donoughmore Area.TLC takes place on 
Good Friday, Meet at church house at 10am Reg-
istration necessary. If you have pickers from the 

last  clean up please bring them with you. Look-
ing forward to seeing you .Mary Hurley  

April 18th Children's Easter Crafting and 

Yoga camp  10am to 3pm (one day only) Ages 6 

to 12 years Cost €30 for 1st sibling, 
€25 for each subsequent sibling To 

bookemail villageyogalimerick@gma
il.com Sinead  tel 0879711007 

Weekly Lotto €1,200 winning 

No.7,16,22,26 . No Winner. Lucky 
dips 1Ger Woods 2.Ger Moloney 

3.Tony & Bridget O’Callaghan 
5.Josephine Hayes 6.Adrian & Arlene 

Gleeson  Next Jackpot €1,400 Draw 
Tues.5th April 9.30pm at the Four 
Elms Thank you. 

AIB Bank have asked us for banking 
purposes regarding cheques to the 
parish, re: Sunday collection please 
write ‘Donoughmore Parish’ on the 
cheque. Many thanks 
  
Parish website check it out 
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