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The Pietá of 
Good Friday. 

April 10 
You are looking at 
the face of Jesus as 
carved by Michel-
angelo when he was 

between the age of 23 and 25 years. This is part 
of the Pietá, meaning compassion, where Mary 
holds the body of her son after he is taken down 
from the Cross. It casts my mind back to the first 
time she cradled him in her arms after his birth at 
a stable in Nazareth. As all mothers would do, 
she cradled him in her heart in the intervening 
years. 

Some consider this to be the greatest 
sculpture in human civilisation. It’s amongst the 
best depictions we have of Jesus on Good Friday. 
There’s a similar Pietá like statue at the back of 
St John’s Cathedral. I introduce this to you today 
as a backdrop to what Michelangelo thought and 
wrote about Jesus’ Crucifixion. He shares a very 
personal message about the redemptive power of 
his death in the face of his own sinfulness. 

Michelangelo viewed himself to be una-
ble to resist human vice. However, in Michelan-
gelo's case, he did not believe he could find vir-
tue in himself. He feels heartbroken because he is 
unable to escape from his vices and on the other 
hand he worships God so much, and wants to 
worship God, and desperately wants God’s ap-
proval. He looks to heaven to be pulled out of his 
vices into a life of virtue. 

God's Judgment of Michelangelo was 
something that weighed very heavily on his 
mind. He talks about God's disapproval of him in 
many of his poems, and in the following poem or 
more correctly prayer he writes specifically about 
being rid of his human body i.e. dying and the 
day of his judgment. This is a loose translation 
from the original Italian, in an effort, to make it 
readily readable. 
I’m rid of this nagging body, dear Lord,  
and I’ve severed all my bonds with earth. 
Like one worn out, I board a little old boat,  
back to your tranquil harbour I go, bad weather 
none. The thorns, the spikes, the wounded palms 
of each hand, your mild and kindly all-
forgiving face, promise me full repentance. 
Thanks to grace rained on my sombre soul — 
granting pardon forever to me. 
 

     Remembered In Mass 
 

Donoughmore 

Sat 9th       
 

7pm Fr Dave  & Parish In-
tentions  

Mon. 11th  10 am Patrick & Mary 
Hedderman 

Tues 12th  
                
Holy Thurs 
 

10 am 
 
7pm 

    
 
                                   

Fri 15th  
Good Friday  

 
 

 

Sat  16th  
Holy Saturday 
 

 
7pm 

 

Knockea 

Sun 10th  
Palm Sunday  

11am Denis O’Riordan.     
Michael Nash (22) 

Wed 13th  
                              
Fri. 11th  
Good Friday         
 

 10am 
 
3pm  

 
   
                                  

Sun 16th  
Easter Sunday 
 

11am Thomas & Frances  
Tuite.                       
Bridie & John 
McManus  

Roxboro 

   

   

   

 

Holy Week The climax of the Church’s 
year is the Sacred Triduum, the last three 
days of Holy Week. It begins with the 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on 
Holy Thursday and concludes on Easter 
Sunday. The highpoint of each day is the 
gathering of the people of God at differ-
ent times of the day that recalls a mo-

ment in the last days of the life of the Lord. On Thurs-
day evening, the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. In the 
afternoon of Good Friday, the commemoration of the 
Passion centred on the reading of the long passion 
Gospel of St John and the veneration of the Cross with 
Holy communion from the breads consecrated the 
evening before recalls the events of Calvary. The great 
Vigil Liturgy of Holy Saturday evening recalls the 
Church’s waiting in faith for the return of its Lord. For 
the first time following a two-year pause, we are de-
lighted to be able to worship in public again. Worship-
ping in public and in our sacred places is central to 
what we are – gathered around the Lord’s table where 
we bring the story of our life, and in turn bring the sto-
ry of Christ into our lives.                                             
A word of encouragement to you to join us as we share 
these special moments between our two churches in 
our Parish community. Regrettably as we arrive at Ho-
ly Week and Easter we have lost Fr. Dave who was a 
constant presence in our parish for many years. Our 
world is not in a good place with war and evil very 
much present as we witness in the past while. Did we 
ever imagine we would be re-visiting the events of 
previous conflicts War is a defeat for humanity be-
cause fundamentally it’s man’s inhumanity to man. 
Welcome is now extended to Ukrainian families and 
children and we thank people for embracing them into 
their communities. This Holy Week we take this op-
portunity to wish you continued blessings and good 
health  Do join us for our celebrations and we look 
forward to your company. You can follow us on Fb 
page this week as we livestream the ceremonies. 
Holy Thursday 7pm  Donoughmore 
Good Friday: Celebration of the Passion 3pm 
Knockea 
Holy Saturday Vigil 7pm Donoughmore 
Easter Sunday  11am Knockea 
 
Chrism Mass, You are warmly invited to the Chrism 
Mass to be held in St. John’s Cathedral next Wednes-
day at 7.30 pm. During this very special Mass, the 
priests and representatives of the whole diocesan com-
munity gather around the Bishop who blesses the Holy 
Oils for use in the coming year. Priests also renew their 
ordination promises. It is always a beautiful occasion 

and a great Diocesan event”. 
Our sympathy and prayers to the families of Fr 
Dave Kennedy and Joe Richardson. May they 
rest in Peace 
Congrats to the First communion boys and girls 
of Scoil Spioraid Naoimh, Donoughmore and 
Knockea. who celebrated their First confession 
during the week. We look forward to our 3 First 

Communions in May and 3 Confir-
mation ceremonies in June.                                                            
 
TLC.Donoughmore Area.TLC 
takes place on Good Friday, Meet at 
church house at 10am Registration 
necessary. If you have pickers from 
the last  clean up please bring them 
with you. Looking forward to seeing 
you .Mary Hurley  
                                                      

AIB Bank have asked us for banking 
purposes regarding cheques to the 

parish, please write ‘Donoughmore 
Parish’ on the cheque.                      

Easter Dues Envelopes are available 
in our Churches  Trocaire boxes can 
be dropped into our churches. We 

thank you for your generosity.  

Weekly Lotto €1,400 winning No. 
2,8,13,28 No Winner. Lucky dips 
1.Patsy Ryan 2.Pat Carmody 3.Cassie 
Riordan 4.Andrew Grimes 5.Conor 
Keane 6.Paul Costelloe Next Jackpot 
€1,500 Draw Tues. 12th April 
9.30pm at the Cat’s Cradle Thank 
you 
 

 




