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What has inflation to do with religion? Well, we 
all know that inflation means prices going up. 
But there’s a bit more to it than that. 

At the moment it is around 8%. The 
European Central Bank wants it to be around 2%. 

The most usual cause of inflation is a 
shortage of goods and that’s what is happening 
right now. We are not producing enough to meet 
the needs of consumers. Or putting it another 
way, consumption is exceeding supply. 

To give an example to illustrate this 
point. 10 people turn up at a shop for bread. The 
shop has only 9 loaves of bread. Who among the 
10 gets the 9 loaves? That’s where economics 
comes in? It’s the 9 who will pay the highest 
price. The poorest person will go home empty 
handed. It resembles an auction where the high-
est bidder gets the goods. 

The poorest people suffer most when 
there’s inflation here in Ireland and across the 
globe. We are hearing that North Africa will suf-
fer grain shortages. We saw a similar situation 
arise with the Covid vaccine.  

The solution to reducing these inflated 
prices is to consume less. We might consider not 
making some purchases e.g. not having the lights 
and heating on as much and plan our journeys, so 
we don’t have to make as many. This will reduce 
prices quicker for all of us, help the poor of our 
world, help climate change and reduce the flow 
of money into Russia. 

Maybe there are purchases that you can-
not cancel, but they could be postponed for a 
later date e.g. purchase of a car, installing new 
windows or an electric gate.  

Substitute some goods and services that 
you are spending your money on e.g. working 
from home where possible instead of the business 
premises, use public transport, reduce speed on 
motorways, take a holiday to Spain instead of the 
US, only wash clothes when necessary, use the 
washing machine for full loads, use off peak 
electricity at night, dry clothes outdoors. Avoid 
unnecessary waste, especially with food and 
fruit. Reducing our consumption at the moment 
will ultimately reduce prices quicker and help the 
poor of our world. This current crisis is also ask-
ing us to give a little more towards charities help-
ing the poor in Ireland and abroad. So, inflate 
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our giving and deflate our consuming.  
A man said to Jesus, “I will follow you, sir, but 

first let me go and say good-bye to my people at home.” 
Jesus said to him, “Once the hand is laid on the plough, 
no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God” (Lk 9:61-62). The demands of the gospel are high 
and heart wrenching for both the people of the Holy 
Land and for the people of Ireland. But that’s what the 
Son of God asks of us. JK 

 
The Church has to be a place of welcome and be-
longing for all” – Dr Nicola Brady National Pre-

Synodal Assembly takes place in Athlone and 
Clonmacnoise 

On Saturday 18th June the Catholic Church held its Na-
tional Pre-Synodal Assembly in Athlone, which con-
cluded with a prayer walk at the sixth century monastic 
site of Clonmacnoise.  The Assembly, and the accompa-
nying prayer moment, form part of Ireland’s response to 
the Universal Synod convened by Pope Francis for 2021
-2023 which also contributes to the work of the National 
Synodal Pathway for the Catholic Church in Ireland 
(2021-2026). 160 delegates from the 26 dioceses on the 
island of Ireland attended today’s Assembly, and this 
included member of religious congregations; representa-
tives from other Catholic groups and lay ecclesial asso-
ciations; members of the clergy; and members of the 
Synodal Pathway Steering Committee and Task Group 
Delegates reflected on the findings and messages 
emerging from the local diocesan listening phase of the 
Universal Synod and drew from the over forty submis-
sions received from dioceses, religious congregations 
and other groups and organisations. The reflections , 
will help shape the content of Ireland’s national synthe-
sis to be submitted to the Vatican in August for the Uni-
versal Synod During the Assembly, the chair of the 
Steering Committee of the Synodal Pathway, Dr Nicola 
Brady, said, “Our pre-synodal Assembly represents an 
important moment in the life of the Church.  There is a 
deep sense of gratitude for the very widespread and 
heartfelt engagement with this process to date.  Faith for 
many people in Ireland today, and the experience of 
being part of a worshipping community, are important 
and much valued parts of their lives. Bishop Brendan 
Leahy, deputy chair of the Steering Committee said,  “It 
is clear from today’s gathering is that there is a great 
responsibility on everyone to build on the listening that 
has taken place to date, with actions that will help the 
Church to be more pastorally sensitive, to be a place of 
welcome and belonging for all, and to better support 
people to live out and share their faith.  
 
  

10th World Meeting of Families in Rome 22 – 
26 June, on the theme, ‘Family love: a vocation 
and a path to holiness.’  Website is 
www.romefamily2022.com  

  
Date for your diary: DKR Parish 
Community Pilgrimage Trip to 
Knock, Wednesday 17th August 
2022. €30 per person. Leaving the 
Day Care Centre at 10am SHARP. 
To book your seat on the bus con-
tact: 

Margaret 087 2775103 Bridget 061 351023 
Naomi 086 6072593 

Recent death Our deepest sympathy 
to the family of Jack (Jackie)  
Brosnahan on his passing from his 
family and wider community, funeral 
took place in Donoughmore on Fri-
day at 11.30. Sympathy to the Car-
mody family on the death of Mary 
sister of Nonie Shanahan and the 
family of Anna Statia Ryan (New 
York)  sister of  Jimmy Shaughnessy, 
Ballyneety . May they rest in Peace  
 
Garage fire Ballyneety on Tuesday 
last, emergency services rushed to the 
scene at the back of the Elm Court 
service station thankfully their were 
no injuries, our thoughts are with the 
business owners. 
 
Weekly Lotto €2,500 winning No 
4,10,21,23 No Winner. Lucky dips 
1.Alice O’Connell 2. James & Mary 
Moloney 3.Ann Madigan 4.Dylan & 
Rachel 5.Katerina c/o Alan. 6.John 
Sheehan Next Jackpot €2,600 Draw 
Tues. 28th June The Four Elms 
9.30pm  
 

 



        


