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The Advent Season, .The Late 
Late Toy Show was a huge 
success again with the Wizard 
of Oz theme. From the beauti-
ful colourful opening piece and 
all the way through, the show 
was enjoyed by so many children and families. 
It is always one of the first indicators that 
Christmas is fast approaching. These days Ad-
vent is our spiritual countdown to Christ-
mas.  Advent reminds us that God is present in 
love, kindness, sharing, friendship and our sup-
port of each other.  
The 2022 interactive digital Advent Calendar 
live on catholicbishops.ie. Behind the 28 virtu-
al doors, the calendar offers resources for 
schools, parishes and the home with short inspi-
rational video messages, some seasonal crafts 
for children and prayers.  
 
Capuchin Centre Dublin Founded in 1969 by 
Brother Kevin of the Capuchin order, the origi-
nal centre was just a prefab. He has since retired 
and Fr Kevin has now taken his place. This is 
the last line of defence for many people who are 
in need of a hot meal, a shower or just some 
everyday kindness. The service comes into its 
own at Christmas time – this year Alan Bailey, 
the new Manager will hand out up to 3,000 
hampers to families that will not be able to put 
food on the table. In the 1980s, 400 to 500 ham-
pers were given to those in need, last year that 
number was 2,600 and this year they’ll probably 
give out 3,000. “We usually spend €95,000 on 
food, but this year we’ll spend €150,000,” he 
says. The centre opens for breakfast from 8am 
to 11.30am and reopens at 12, serving a full 
three-course dinner consisting of fish or chick-
en, potato and other vegetables, all prepared 
freshly on site. Some 28 staff help look after the 
people who come from all over the city and 
from all walks of life but are homeless, hungry 
or both. Volunteers work on the floor among the 
service users, cleaning tables and bringing them 
food, or just having a friendly chat. Volunteers 
hand out fresh socks and underwear to clients, 
who can have a hot shower before they eat 
There is a designated children’s area that before 
Covid could facilitate 18 minors but during the 
lockdown the centre got permission to build and 
can now take up to 54 children per day. The 
extra room would have cost €700,000 to build 

     Remembered In Mass 
 

Donoughmore 

Sat 3rd Dec 7pm Mary Fleming (12th) 
Mick & Kitty Man-
ning. John Sweeney 
Bridie Kiely (6th) 

Mon. 5th  10m  

Tues 6th 
 
Wed. 7th Feast                  
Immaculate      
Conception 

10am 
 
7pm 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 9th 
 

10am   

Sat 10th Dec 
 

7pm Billy Higgins. Noreen 
Carey 

Knockea 

Sun 4th Dec. 
 

11am  

Wed.7th  
 
Thurs. 8th Feast 
Immaculate          
Conception  

10am 
 
11am 

Jeremiah & Mary 
Noonan 
Fr John Ryan 

Sun 11th Dec. 11am Billy Hartigan.              
Tom & Ita Kilcoyne  

 

but a contractor insisted on doing the job for nothing, 
under strict instructions his good deed would remain 

between him and the centre  “When there are children 
in the area we have security at the entrance and a mem-
ber of staff inside. We see anything from infants up to 
18-year-olds, but they must be with a parent. Every 
Monday we give out nappies and baby food and usually 
we have 180 to 200 queuing for this service. It’s an 
expensive service – Bailey says. Users include the un-
documented, migrants, those “on the breadline” or oth-
ers who have an apartment but can’t afford rent and 
food so they have to make that choice, one or the other, 
Bailey says. “We don’t ask questions and don’t judge. 
We were asked some time ago would we document 
people attending by nationality and we said no. If 
you’re hungry you’re hungry, it doesn’t matter if you’re 
from Abyssinia or Maynooth. People feel safe and se-
cure here, there might be all nationalities and creeds 
sitting at the one table and no one is going to say: ‘You 
shouldn’t be here’.” “A lot of people we see for break-
fast and lunch and we provide takeaway packs too. 
Someone might say: ‘I have a child coming in from 
school at 4pm and I have nothing to feed them . The 
centre will host several kids’ parties coming up to 
Christmas and they’ll provide toys for the children. 
“We’ll buy so many and some will be sponsored but 
we’re lucky to get lots of donations of new toys each 
year. We don’t give out second-hand toys,” he says. 
The centre has an on-site doctor, dentist, chiropodist, 
dietitian and nurse, many who offer their services for 
free. “We tried counselling, but people are reluctant to 
share. For a lot of people, it’s the pits coming here. This 
year we have people coming to use the service that last 
year were donating to us. What was sufficient last year 
just isn’t this year. It can turn on a dime for anyone,” 

Bailey says.   
                                                                                    
Our Sympathy to Minie O’Halloran, Ballysheedy on 
the recent passing of his brother Sean, Rest in Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                      
First Holy Comm. Children & parents of Donough-
more / Knockea first communion class join us next 
weekend 10th & 11th, Sun.18th children and parents 
from Scoil Spioraid Naoimh to our 11am Mass in 
Knockea. 
 
Pastoral Unit of Parishes, last weekend the priests in 
the Unit changed around Fr Tom celebrated Mass in 
Holy Family, Fr Joe Hayes came  to visit our parish, on 
the 10th & 11th. Fr Daniel will be with us here next 
weekend and Fr Tom to Q. of Peace             
 

Supporting our Parish, Family Envelope Box 
2023, if you like to support the parish through enve-
lope  or online through the ‘Donate’ button on our 
parish website please let us know. New envelope 
boxes will be given out next couple of weeks to 
begin in Jan.2023, thanks for your continued gener-
osity to the parish.  
For Your Diary ‘A Christmas Spectacular’ Par-

ish Christmas concert All local groups and 
guests ,Monday Dec.12th Ballyneety Golf 
club at 8pm , Christmas hamper on Door 
ticket plus other hampers on raffle tickets 
on the night. all welcome 
                                                       

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
times of Mass  Donoughmore Wed. 
7th Dec. at 7pm  Knockea Thurs.8th 
Dec at 11am 

Parish Posada (Spanish for inns) is 
an advent tradition revolving around 
the concept of hospitality. The last 
week of Advent, a nativity set of 
Mary and Joseph would travel, 
around our parish visiting a different 
home in the community, can be ar-
ranged among neighbor’s and friends.    
  

Would you like to become to 
a Minister of the Eucharist, a 
Minister of the word, train-
ing will be provided, prepare 

chancel flowers (altar flowers), 
choirs, or help in any other way 
please email dkrparish@gmail.com 
or Fr.Tom.                                       
Weekly Lotto €2,200  no winner 
winning No 2,12,25,27Lucky dips 1. 
Rosemarie & Seamus martin 2.The 3 
of Us 3.Conor & Sean Keane 4 Emer 
Clifford 5.The 3 of Us 6.Majella 
Lynch  Next Jackpot €2,300 Draw 
Tues 6th Dec. The Cat’s Cradle 
9.30pm    

 

http://www.catholicbishops.ie/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
 


