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Home Alone .This article is 

about the Christmas film, Home 
Alone 1 and the Christmas story, 
the birth of Jesus. I will begin with 
the birth. This story begins with 

the Feast of the Annunciation on the 25th of 
March and culminates now with the birth of 
Jesus. In theological terms it’s called the Incar-
nation, the Word made flesh, or God becoming 
man. It’s such an important event that devout 
Catholics recall it every day when the Angelus 
bell is struck at 6 o’clock, you are recalling the 
entire story of the Incarnation, God becoming 
man.  

Why does God want to become man? 
Why is God intervening in human history in 
such a direct and visible manner? C.S. Lewis 
wrote: ‘non-Christians seem to think that the 
Incarnation (God becoming man) implies some 
particular merit or excellence in humanity. But 
of course, it implies just the reverse: a particular 
demerit and depravity. No creature that de-
served Redemption would need to be redeemed. 
It all begins with the premise that we are in need 
of salvation. Secondly, we alone are unable to 
save ourselves. As I listen to the social dis-
course throughout the media and converse with 
people I meet, I come away thinking that there 
is no sin and no hell to cast sinners into. 

I say, ask the victims of wars, sexual 
abuse, rape, theft, bullying, murder, assault, 
intimidation, arrogance, lies, perjury, exploita-
tion of the vulnerable, drug crime, domestic 
abuse as well as the sins of omission. Ask the 
victims should the perpetrators of these sins 
walk through the gates of heaven without hav-
ing to answer for their inhumanity to people. 
We are sinners in need of saving. We are cele-
brating part of our salvation story once again 
this Christmas. We didn’t send out an SOS call 
to God to Save Our Souls. God took the initia-
tive, made the first move, took the first step to 
save us. We see something of God in the father 
of the Prodigal Son. The father sees himself in 
his son and so takes full responsibility for him, 
regardless of his sins. God sees himself in you 
and so takes full responsibility for you, regard-
less of your sins. Ask God for that forgiveness 
which He is offering to each of us. 

We can mimic God by reaching out to 
sinners, to people who you feel are not deserv-
ing of you and your love. In the film, Home  
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Alone, the elderly man, Marley had a heated dis-
pute with his son, which ended with the two refusing to 
speak with each other anymore. The estrangement 
caused Marley to lose contact with the rest of his fami-
ly, including his young granddaughter, whom he 
adored. Kevin, his young neighbour, and the young boy 
who was mistakenly abandoned at home by his family 
suggested to Marley to call his son. He is asking him to 
take the first move as God did with sinners. Marley 
admitted that he was afraid to, thinking his son would 
refuse to speak with him. Kevin told Marley that he 
should call his son, and whether or not his son talked to 
him, he would know and he would not be afraid any 
longer. Kevin mentioned that he'd always talk to his 
own father, no matter how mad he was, and Marley 
should also do it for his granddaughter, who probably 
missed him also and the Christmas presents she would 
be getting from him. As we all know, the story had a 
happy ending. That’s making the love of God incarnate.  
JK                                         

 ‘A Christmas Spectacular’ concert will now 
take place this Monday Dec.19th Ballyneety 
Golf club at 8pm, Christmas hamper on Door 
ticket plus other hampers on raffle tickets on 
the night, Come along a enjoy a nice evening of 
music.     

                                                                                                                                                             
Our Sympathy to the families of Shane Bourke, Scart, 
Ballyneety. Maura McGrath, The Glen Ballyneety– 
funeral  arrangements later, Private Sean Rooney, Irish 
Defence forces, Lebanon. May they rest in Peace                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Christmas Mass Bouquets are available in our church-
es call into the sacristy if you need some                                                                                        
First Holy Comm. Welcome to our boys & girls & 
parents from Scoil Spioraid Naoimh to our 11am Mass 
today.  Scoil Spioraid Naoimh School Christmas Car-
ols this Monday 6.30pm Donoughmore Church.. 
                                                                                    
Christmas Mass times Sat. 24th Donoughmore 7pm 
Donoughmore folk choir & children                    
Knockea 8.30pm.Knockea choir                            
Christmas day Sunday 25th Donoughmore 10am.Willie 
Browne & youth Choir and Knockea 11am Knockea 
choir   

A very Happy Christmas everyone. Christmas is 
about so many things for so many people, 
the children going to visit Santa, 
the shopping, the decorations, 
carols, cards and gifts. The chari-

table giving making us mindful of the needs 
of those struggling. Cead Mile Failte home to 
those who can return home to be with us for 
the holiday season. Its wonderful we can do 

this again. There is no place quite like home and 
our thoughts go to those who can’t get home. This 
Christmas will be very difficult for some who have 
lost a loved one during the past year. We support 
one another in every way we can. As we listen 
again and sing together the beautiful Christmas 
Carols let us celebrate the hope and inspiration of a 
God who entered our time and history to show us 
that we are loved. Thanks to all who are preparing 
our Churches for Christmas. Lets be safe on our 
roads  Fr Tom 
 
Supporting our Parish. New enve-
lope boxes are  distributed this week 

for Jan.2023 &the 
parish calendar 2023 
with the Christmas Dues envelope, 
All our income comes from you the 
parishioners through weekly collec-

tions, basket, and online donations. We expect our 
churches to be well maintained, well heated, com-
fortable, bright, welcoming and properly insured 

This should be so all times and for a 
special occasion such as a Baptism, 
First Holy Communion, Confirma-
tion, Wedding, and Funeral . Ways to 
make a donation 1 .Weekly envelope 
Box, available in the office or by 
Cheque , 2.Donate page on our Par-
ish website, dkrparish.ie, Standing 
order at the bank/ Electronic bank-
ing, Donoughmore parish: 
IBAN:IE38 AIBK 93014803657070 
BIC AIBKIE2D  4.Christmas & East-
er Dues are solely for the priests In-
come and not the weekly envelope 
which goes towards the day to day 
running expenses of our churches & 
parish property :  The Finance com-
mittee of the parish thank you for 
your continued support.                                                              
Weekly Lotto €2,400  no winner 
winning No’s 1,9,15,25 Lucky dips. 
1.Michael O’Brien Snr 2.Joan Dooley 
3.David Sheehan 4.Mike Keane 
5.Rebecca Hayes 6.Rachel McNama-
ra  Next Jackpot €2,500 Draw Tues 
20th Dec. The Cats Cradle  9.30pm    

 

https://pwbbparish.com/donate/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
 


