
Parish of 
Donoughmore/ 

Knockea/Roxboro                           
Fr Tom Mangan PP 

087-2348226 

dkrparish@gmail.com 

Website, dkrparish.ie 

Facebook: DKR Parish Limerick 

Sacristan 

Terry 087-6686050  
The Eircode for St. Patrick’s Church, 
Donoughmore is V94 V6T3.  
Knockea is V94 D938.                           
Pastoral Area Donoughmore /
Knockea/ Roxboro, Queen of Peace, 
Holy Family  

Christmas .The 
events of Christmas 
night are far from ideal. 
It’s not the stuff you 
would expect for such 
an important event. It’s 
certainly not the stuff of 

God or so it would seem. But God clearly had 
other ideas and not what anyone had ex-
pected. The same happens today as well. God 
often comes into our lives in the least expected 
place. Maybe we are trying to find God in the 
wrong places and forget to look in the stable. 
The stable is that part of our lives that may not 
be pretty, may not seem important and the last 
place we would want God. This is where God 
wants to be and where God wants to hold us, 
encourage us, help us, guide us, direct us, en-
ergise us and be with us every step of the way. 
There is no such thing as a perfect Christmas. 
It amplifies lots of feelings.. Every advertise-
ment that you see on television suggests 
strongly that this is the way it must be. What a 
pressure to be under! All any of us can do is 
our best, to make it special in our own way and 
to make it as relaxing as we can. We need this 
time to recharge and revitalise in the depths of 
winter.                                    
Many thanks to everyone involved 
in the various Ministries of our 
churches for all your help, support 
throughout the year in the parish, for 
all who have made our Churches 
lovely for Christmas put up the Cribs, Christmas 
trees, bows, flowers, and decoration of our 
Churches, our sacristan.                                                                
For generations Irish families have put a light in 
the window to invite the Holy Family into their 
home for Christmas I invite you to light a candle 
near your crib to ask God’s blessing on your fam-
ily and or those away from home. I am particu-
larly conscious of families who lost loved ones 
during the year in the parish, this brings its own 
loneliness, those in hospital, nursing home, all 
will be remembered in our Masses. Finally, for 
all the little people who have been 
counting down the day to Santa’s 
arrival, he is on the way.                                                                   
So good again to see family members 
who can be home and those away a 
peaceful and safe Christmas, 
facetime /WhatsApp will be busy.  Be Careful on 
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the roads. Let’s keep one another in our prayers. Happy 
Christmas to you and all your family and every bless-
ing on you as we head towards 2023. Fr Tom 
                                                                                 
Christmas Mass times Sat. 24th Donoughmore 7pm 
Donoughmore folk choir & children                           
Knockea 8.30pm.Knockea choir                            
Christmas day Sunday 25th Donoughmore 10am.Willie 
Browne & youth Choir and Knockea 11am Knockea 
choir                                                                               
President Michael D Higgins has used his Christmas 
message in 2022 to call for "solidarity" in Ireland. In his 
annual message, the President welcomed the many peo-
ple who are spending their first Christmas in Ireland, 
including those who were displaced by war, mentioning 
how the Irish know exactly what it feels like, as at the 
turn of the last century, over half of the people who had 
been born in Ireland were living abroad. "This fact, 
along with the emigration that was to follow during the 
early decades of the Irish State, have shaped us pro-
foundly as a people — we can, through the experience 
of our own ancestors, know what it is to be the migrant, 
to be displaced," he said. President Higgins also noted 
that this festive period is the first in a number of years 
where there are no restrictions relating to Covid-19 — 
making it a "special" Christmas. He said: "This Christ-
mas will be a particularly special one for many, as once 
more, and having moved beyond our necessary Covid 
restrictions, they can come together as groups and fami-
lies, and also welcome loved ones home — from among 
the many Irish who are scattered across the globe. In the 
midst of our renewed celebrations, it is important that 
we reflect on the place where we now find ourselves in 
our post-Covid circumstance, asking ourselves how we 
can make best use of our experience — have we as a 
society arrived at a better place, a new way of living 
founded on a genuine sense of the collective so gener-
ously demonstrated during the pandemic? The President 
also used his Christmas message to reflect on the year, 
in particular the tragedy in Creeslough and the death of 
Pte Seán Rooney. Expressing his sympathies to the peo-
ple of Creeslough, he said: "I hope this coming year 
will bring you some space for healing and that, along 
with your profound sadness, your loved ones can be 
remembered with appreciation by you for all that was 
shared with them, in your lives together The scene of 
the explosion in Creeslough where 10 people lost their 
lives. 
"May I thank all those who will continue to care for our 
communities throughout the Christmas season. "We are 
deeply grateful to those who work in our hospitals and 
emergency services, the volunteers who will be attend-
ing to the needs of the homeless, the vulnerable and the 

marginalised, and to all those who so generously 
give up so much of their Christmas to the needs of 
others. We are all thinking this week of the grief 
being experienced by the family of Seán Rooney, 
by the families of those injured in Lebanon, and in 
particular the family of Shane Kearney. "All events 
occurring in conflict zones, conflict zones so near 
the homeland of Jesus Christ whose birth we cele-
brate at this time, and where efforts and peace-
making is in such short supply, where suffering and 
exclusion is deepening.  "May I assure the women 
and men of our Defence Forces that your sacrifices 
for peace are greatly appreciated by the people of 
Ireland." The President finished his message with a 
note of hope, asking society to "craft together a 
shared future, defined by compassion, care, inclu-

sion and equality." He added: "A society 
whose values embody the vision of the 
brave men and women who helped to 
realise the foundation of our Republic 
and whose centenary we continue to 

mark. "May I wish each and every 
one of you, wherever you may be, a 
peaceful and happy Christmas." 
Huge thanks to all who took part in 
our  Christmas concert last Monday 
eve Ballyneety Golf club. Unfortu-
nately had to be deferred due to the 
cold weather. To all, the groups, indi-
viduals who sang and played music, 
being so close to Christmas we thank 
all who came along to support and 
enjoy the evening €1,507to parish 
funds. Thanks to Tony Doyle MC a 
great job on the night.  
Our Sympathy to the families of 
Shane Bourke, Scart, Ballyneety. 
Maura McGrath, The Glen Bal-
lyneety.  Rest in Peace               
Weekly Lotto €2,500  no winner 
winning No’s 5,8,14,19. Lucky dips. 
1Vincent Hayes 2.Jean Burke 
3.Elaine Mulvihill 4.Mary O’Neill 
5.Chris Barron 6.John & Mary Ryan 
c/o Weigh Inn   Next Jackpot €2,600 
Draw Tues 27th Dec. Four Elms 
9.30pm    

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
 


